
TH Federation of TRAs
Minutes of the Federation meeting
on Monday, 21st November 2016
at Collingwood Hall, London E1.

PRESENT

Phil Sedler (Chair) Collingwood (THH) Larry Herman Selby Est

Jenny Fisher (Sec./DW) SELMO (OHG) Jean Taylor DigbySt/Greenway-THH

Mark Taylor (Admin Worker) Eric & Treby (EEH) Glen McMahon TH Renters

Elaine A Cranbrook James TH Renters(Berner)

Marg Behrman Sidney St (THH)

Janet Burns Cranbrook (THH) APOLOGIES

Joan Burton  (THH) Uche Onwubiko (Treasurer) Lincoln (THH)

Howard Cohen Sidney St (THH) John Allison  Ocean (THH)

Margaret Cox H’bush & T’dale (THH) Sr Christine Frost Will Crookes (THH)

Jason Hills Ocean Est (THH) Myra Garrett Sidney (THH)

Geoff Juden Hereford (THH) Nozrul Islam Collingwood (THH)

Alex Salva Wellington (THH) Lena Milaa Eric & Treby (EEH)

Gabriella Salva Wellington (THH) IN ATTENDANCE

Brian Stanley H’bush & T’dale (THH) Alysson Matthews THH

Ann Sutcliffe LBTH

The meeting commenced at 7.00pm.

1.

2. 

Introductions and Apologies
Introductions and Apologies
Phil welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
Apologies received are noted above.

Minutes & Matters Arising from September meeting (17.10.16)
The minutes were agreed as a correct record.
There were no matters arising.

3. Discussion
Ann Sutcliffe, Service Head of Corporate Property for LBTH, spoke about the Council’s policy on
Community Halls, giving an update on information which Cllr David Edgar, Cabinet Member for 
Resources, had given us at our May meeting.  Cllr Edgar had been due to speak but had had to 
apologise and Ann Sutcliffe came instead.  Notes on the discussion were taken separately.   

4. East End Homes Project
Glen gave an update on the project.

5. Estate and Landlord issues
a)  THH Sub-Group report
Howard reported that the Group meets monthly and has discussed Resident Engagement for 
two months.  On previous topics, there has usually been fairly common experience across 
estates present – but on RE there were different experiences.  Questions were drawn up and 
John and Howard, on behalf of the Sub Group, took these to Cllr Islam and a senior officer from 
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THH.  The THH representative made it clear there is ongoing substantial reorganisation of RE: 
he did not know much detail of past practice but took the points on board.  He will come back to 
the sub groups within a few weeks.  
Jenny (not realising the Group had decided to take the questions elsewhere) had sent them to 
Fokrul, who had provided answers too.

Next meeting is the second Thursday in January and Howard would chase up answers before 
that meeting.  

b)  Other THH issues
Geoff raised a question of backlogs of maintenance which had led to leaseholders having large 
bills for works all in one go.

THH held a meeting on asset management and had taken on board the Fed’s point about a 
capital works protocol which allowed residents to have an input as early as the point of deciding 
what works would be done.  They had admitted they had got things wrong on Decent Homes – 
partly because they did not have the staff to deal with supervising the spend and partly because 
of contractors taking on more than they could do.

Margaret said that there had been a fact finding meeting.  They had said that before they would 
just publish a list of what was going to be done, they would tell residents earlier and not do so 
much at once.  They said that with Decent Homes they let contractors run the show and now 
they would take more control and keep residents better informed (tenants as well as 
leaseholders).  She felt the meeting was THH talking at residents in a nice way rather than 
holding consultation, though they did take on board points made by residents present.  Howard 
said THH had admitted that they did hard works as part of Decent Homes but not soft works 
such as fences.  There seemed to be a lot of officers who had been there only three months.  

Jason said that the Mayor came to our July meeting and made his intentions on THH clear, but 
now there has been a letter which is unclear.  He suggested we ask the Mayor to return to clarify
his current intentions, but Jenny thought that the letter was clear.

c)  Other Estate and Landlord Issues
Selby: in June Spitalfields HA wrote to Selby TRA asking for constitutional changes in how the 
TRA operated, including having membership criteria rather than being automatically open to all 
residents.  Selby TRA discussed this and then rejected any landlord intrusion into the TRA’s 
internal independence.  Spitalfields threatened to withdraw its £700 annual grant. Selby TRA 
has written to Spitalfields.  

d)  Margaret – a consultation has gone to residents with options on Council Tax.  It is hard to 
understand and their TRA has written to the Mayor with a response (including that the 
consultation is hard to understand).

6. AOB

Signed …………………………………………..  Phil Sedler - Chair THFedTRAs  Date ……………….
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