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FEDERATION MEETINGS
The Federation meets (usually)
on the third Monday of the
month, 7-9pm, at the Colling-
wood Hall,Collingwood Street,
E1 5DY.
(Ramped entrance, no internal
stairs, accessible toilet).
All Tower Hamlets residents are
welcome.
Monday, 19th June (AGM)
Speaker: Cllr Rachel Blake,
Cabinet Member for Strategic
Development
Monday, 17th July 
Speaker: Cllr David Edgar,
Cabinet Member for Resources
on What’s happening with our
Community Halls?
If you are having any problems
with your community hall, please
contact us in advance of the
meeting so we can prepare.

Tower Hamlets Homes
(THH) Sub-Group
Next meeting:
7pm, Monday, 12th June
Sidney Estate TRA office, 
2 Jarman House, Jubilee St.
(Accessible toilet, level inside,
high doorbell).
Open to all residents but of
particular interest to residents on
LBTH estates managed by Tower 
Hamlets Homes (THH).

Contact the Federation
admin@th-federation.org.uk

tel. 079 03 06 03 03
www.th-federation.org.uk

Please circulate this newsletter
around your TRA Committee and
put it up on estate noticebaords.

Mohammad Jamel, a senior economist at the
Council of Mortgage Lenders (CML), has
said that the housing market seems to be
“moving sideways”. He was speaking after
the CML released new housing statistics.
lMortgages worth £18.4 billion were ad-
vanced last month (April 2017).
lThat’s 11% down on March 2017.
lThat’s 4% up on the figure for April 2016.
Tax relief for landlords went down in April

– so it seems more landlords were rushing
mortgages through in March. 
CML figures also showed that there were

more first time buyers taking out a mortgage
than existing homeowners taking out a mort-
gage on a new property. This may be due to
various government subsidies for first time
buyers, which were intended to stop house
prices from falling – a policy which seems to
be working.
General economic uncertainty, particularly

around Brexit, may also be encouraging home
owners to sit tight for the time being rather
than risk taking on higher mortgage repay-
ment costs on a monthly basis.
“It’s moving sideways” seems about right

then. Or, to put it another way, “going round
in circles”.
lRents in some prime parts of London have
begun to fall. London Central Portfolio (a res-
idential asset management company, what-
ever that is) has reported that the supply of
properties for rent in the desirable SE11, SW8
and SW11 postcodes has increased by 28.1%
in the last three months (compared with the
same quarter last year).
☺Over the same period, advertised rents in
Nine Elms – where 22,000 units are being
built as buy-to-let investments – have fallen
by 6%!!!
�On the other hand, in the swankiest bits of
central London, where there is no space for
new build, rents have increased by 1.5%.
☺Across London as a whole, there are re-
ports that there is an over-supply of homes
for private rent, with landlords having to
work hard to attract tenants – even dropping
rents in some cases.
Opinions vary over whether this is the start of
a new trend or just a temporary blip

News in brief

Council, housing association and pri-
vate renters joined trade unions, as well
as homeless and community cam-
paigns, in Parliament Square on 25th
May. Campaigners hoped to encourage
political parties and candidates to make
housing a major issue in the General
Election. Protestors demanded action to
control rents, build council homes and
scrap the Housing and Planning Act
2016. A letter signed by film maker Ken

Loach, academic and author Danny
Dorling, the Bishops of Stepney, South-
wark, Croydon and others, Generation
Rent, Demolition Watch London, plus
trade unions and many others (includ-
ing Tower Hamlets Fed), was symboli-
cally delivered to 10 Downing Street.

“Vote for Homes” protest descends on Downing Street


