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The announcement, made last Friday,
signals a new emphasis on building from
London’s Mayor. He has offered to come
up with significant investment sums if
housing associations will work with him
on large scale developments – with a high
proportion of genuinely affordable
homes. 

It is not clear where the L&Q homes
will be built, but it is thought that they
will be on sites throughout the capital. It

is also not clear whether they will be on
new sites, or whether the new homes will
come from regenerating existing estates.
The GLA has recently signalled a willing-
ness to regenerate estates – even if exist-
ing residents are not happy about the
plans.

Whatever happens, the building work
is likely to generate a number of jobs and
training opportunities, many of which
will be taken up by Londoners.

Fed backs Council’s
Private Renters
Charter initiative

FEDERATION MEETINGS
The Federation meets (usually) on the third Monday
of the month, 7-9pm, at the Collingwood Hall,
Collingwood Street, E1 5DY.
(Ramped entrance, no internal stairs, disabled toilet).
All Tower Hamlets residents are welcome.
APRIL MEETING
The next meeting is on 24th April (the
fourth Monday, to avoid meeting on Easter
Monday). Margaret Cox of the Hollybush &
Teesdale TRA will start a discussion on the
challenges of running a TRA – and how to
overcome them. Please come and share
your story.
Next meetings: 15th May (Steve Hill,
LBTH Benefits Manager, Benefits Update,
including the new Universal Credit; Ian
Foster on how TRAs can help support
claimants), 19th June (AGM, with Cllr
Rachel Blake, Cabinet Member for
Strategic Development), 17th July

John Biggs, Mayor of Tower Hamlets,
has started the process of developing a
Private Renters Charter as a tool to try
to improve conditions for private
renters in the borough. The Federation
supports this initiative: improvements
in the private sector will help us all.

The Council is running a survey as
the first step in devising the Charter.
The Fed has submitted comments
which include the following:

“Although private tenants living
within social housing estates have a
single landlord, they suffer from prob-
lems caused by the estate landlords and
also on occasion cause problems for
other residents on the estates. The
Council should encourage social land-
lords to take positive steps to relate to
private renters and in particular by en-
couraging TRAs to relate to private
renters.

“Virtually no one wants to be a pri-
vate renter, but most Tower Hamlets
residents are either private renters or
potential private renters or the relatives
of actual or potential private renters. All
residents deserve to see the Council
doing a great deal to improve condi-
tions for private renters.  This improve-
ment work should include
campaigning, and being seen to be
campaigning, to increase the amount of
social housing for rent.”

The Fed encourages all residents to
complete the survey. To do so, go to the
Council’s website and search for Pri-
vate Tenants Charter Consultation or go
direct to:
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/
lgnl/council_and_democracy/
consultations/Private_tenants_
charter_consultation.aspx

Tower Hamlets Homes
(THH) Sub-Group
No meeting in April.
The next meeting is at 7pm
on Monday, 8th May in the
Sidney Estate TRA office, 2
Jarman House, Jubilee St.
(Disabled toilet, level 
inside, high doorbell).
Meetings are open to all 
residents but will be of
particular interest to 
residents on LBTH estates
managed by Tower 
Hamlets Homes (THH).
Contact the Federation

admin@th-federation.org.uk
tel. 079 03 06 03 03

www.th-federation.org.uk

Khan gets building social homes
Mayor of London Sadiq Khan is forging ahead with a new partnership with
L&Q Housing Association which aims to build 20,000 homes in the capital –
60% of which would be “genuinely affordable”. 

However, it seems we now have to start
talking about the cost of housing too.
New figures from Scotland show that
some 70,000 children in Scotland are
now living in poverty as a direct result of

the high cost of social housing which is
eating up the household budget. 
The issue of the cost of housing needs to
move up the political agenda too –
quickly.

Housing costs boost poverty
Housing campaigners have been saying for years that we need more house-
building in the UK in order to meet need. At last Governments have started
to listen, and housing supply has gone up the national political agenda.


