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Mayor wants to launch a Private Renters Charter

FEDERATION MEETINGS
The Federation meets (usually) on the third Monday of
the month,
7-9pm, at the Collingwood Hall, Collingwood Street, E1
5DY.
(Ramped entrance, no internal stairs, disabled toilet). All
Tower Hamlets residents are welcome.
APRIL MEETING
The next meeting is on 24th April (the fourth Monday, to
avoid meeting on Easter Monday).
Margaret Cox of the Hollybush & Teesdale TRA will start
a discussion on the challenges of running a TRA – and
how to overcome them. Please come and share your
story.
Next meetings: , 15th May, 19th June (AGM, with Cllr
Rachel Blake, Cabinet Member for Strategic Devel-
opment), 17th July

There are some good
landlords in Tower Hamlets,
but there are also many sub-
standard landlords and some
downright dreadful ones. No
one should have to live in
bad housing, and there is no
doubt that the Mayor’s ini-
tiative is long overdue.

To start things off, the
Council is conducting a sur-
vey. It’s important that we all
fill it in. Here’s why.

lAlthough many of the
worst measures in last year’s
Housing Act appear to have
been dropped, we cannot
guarantee that they, or simi-
lar ones, won’t come back.
Any of us could become pri-
vate tenants at any point.
lWith the shortage of hous-
ing in the social rented sec-
tor, our children and
nephews and nieces may
find themselves in private

Tower Hamlets Homes (THH) Sub-Group
There will be no meeting in April. The next meeting
is at 7pm on Monday, 8th May.
The venue is the Sidney Estate TRA office,
2 Jarman House, Jubilee St.
(Disabled toilet, level inside, high doorbell).
Meetings are open to all residents but of particular
interest to residents on LBTH estates managed by
Tower Hamlets Homes (THH).

Contact the Federation
admin@th-federation.org.uk

tel. 079 03 06 03 03
www.th-federation.org.uk

Consultation on private
tenants: an issue for all

“We want to work with tenants, good landlords
and other interested parties to develop a clear
statement setting out what every private renter in
Tower Hamlets can expect from their home, their
landlord, and the council – a Tower Hamlets
Private Tenants’ Charter.”

Tower Hamlets now has more people living in the private
rented sector than in any other kind of housing. It’s not
surprising, then, that John Biggs, Mayor of Tower Ham-
lets, has decided to launch a major initiative designed to
improve conditions in the sector.

rented accommodation – so
we all have an interest in en-
suring these properties are in
good condition and well run.
lMany Council properties
bought under Right to Buy
have been sold on as the
original leaseholders move
or pass away, but many more
remain to be sold. This
means that the private rented
sector is likely to increase in
size.
lPrivately rented flats are
scatted throughout our social
housing estates, with pri-
vately rented blocks on the
estates or nearby. Often
these properties cause prob-
lems for other tenants. Ver-
min and infestation caused
by slopppy landlords spread
through our blocks, irrespec-
tive of tenure. There is often
a high turnover of tenants in
these flats, which leads to
problems from noise to lack
of knowledge about where

the bins are and what to put
in them.

The Council’s survey can
be completed by all resi-
dents, not just those who are
privately renting at the mo-
ment. Please fill it in and en-
courage others to do so - and
ask the Council to do as
much as possible to support
private tenants. We shall all
benefit in the long run.

There have been a num-
ber of complicated surveys
on the Council website
lately, but this one is very
easy to fill in, with simple
and relevant questions.

To complete the survey,
go to the Council’s website
and search for Private Ten-
ants Charter Consultation or
go direct to:
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/
lgnl/council_and_democ
racy/consultations/Private_
t e n a n t s _ c h a r t e r _
consultation.aspx


