
Newsletter of Tower Hamlets Federation of Tenants and Residents Associations (TRAs)

No 99  13.03.17

The Mayor’s reasoning seems to be
that the only way to get the extra hous-
ing London needs is to encourage de-
velopers to build, but then insist their
developments include 35% of “afford-
able” housing. In his manifesto, Sadiq
Khan promised to build more gen-
uinely affordable homes in London
“and fewer gold bricks for overseas in-
vestors”. Housing activists are still
waiting to hear how newbuild is to be
protected from being snapped up by
overseas investors – particularly in
Tower Hamlets, where fast rising prices
give investors a better capital return
than most other investments, even if
they don’t let their properties out. 
Speaking at a public hearing before

he took his recent planning decision,
Mayor Khan said he wanted to ensure
that “existing communities are re-
spected” – but he went on to say that he
is “determined to explore all options for
development across the capital.”
His words will be met with conster-

nation on the Isle of Dogs, where
Tower Hamlets Mayor John Biggs re-
cently held a meeting to listen to resi-
dents view on local development. The
meeting was packed out, with over 200
people being turned away. A second
“overspill” meeting was held in George
Green’s School on 7th March, which
was attended by some 250 local resi-
dents. The meeting heard that the Lon-
don Mayor was looking to Tower
Hamlets to deliver around 9% of Lon-
don’s target for newbuild – though our
borough only has 1.3% of the space
available for housebuilding.
One reason for the large target we

have been given is that Mayor Khan’s

City Hall planners are content to see
more 50, 60 and 70 storey tower blocks
built on the Island – turning it into Lon-
don’s “Hong Kong”. Islanders were
keen to point out to Mayor John Biggs
not only that the infrastructure cannot
support this scale of development, but
there isn’t the room to build enough in-
frastructure to support it. 
Last week’s public meeting (pictured

above) ended with Islanders telling
Mayor Biggs they wanted him to bring

Mayor Sadiq Khan down to the Island
for a meeting. That demand will be felt
all the stronger now that Mayor Khan
has shown his support for high rise de-
velopments to be built even when local
disagree.
Where the Island leads the way, other

areas of Tower Hamlets tend to follow
– with Whitechapel looking likely to be
the next in line for high rise develop-
ments taking the place of established
local communities.

High! Oh! but no silver lining…
In what may be a worrying precedent for Tower Hamlets,
London Mayor Sadiq Khan has over-ruled planning
committees in Tottenham and Wealdstone and given the

go-ahead to high rise developments. Local councillors
had turned down the schemes, but Mayor Khan “called
in” the applications – and approved them.

Tower Hamlets Homes (THH)
Sub-Group March Meeting
TONIGHT!
7pm, Monday, 13th March
Sidney Estate TRA office, 
2 Jarman House, Jubilee St.
(Disabled toilet, level inside,
high doorbell).
Open to all residents but of par-
ticular interest to residents on
LBTH estates managed by THH.
Next meeting: Mon. 10th April

Contact the Federation
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NEXT MEETING: 20th March
Don’t forget our monthly
meeting at 7pm next Monday
on Anti-Social Behaviour,
with Deputy Mayor Cllr Shiria
Khatun. She will be telling us
about the
Council’s new strategy and
wants to hear your feedback.
Collingwood Hall, Colling-
wood Street, E1 5DY.
(Ramped entrance, no inter-
nal stairs, disabled toilet)
All Tower Hamlets residents welcome
Next meetings: 24th April, 15th
May, 19th June (AGM), 17th July


