
TH Federation of TRAs
Minutes of the Federation meeting

on Monday, 17th October 2016
at Collingwood Hall, London E1.

PRESENT

Phil Sedler (Chair) Collingwood (THH) Larry Herman Selby Est

Mark Taylor (Admin Worker) Eric & Treby (EEH) Clive Palmer Brownfield (HARCA)

John Allison Ocean (THH) Terry McGrenera Lincoln  (THH)

Howard Cohen Sidney St (THH) Uche Onwubiko (Treasurer) Lincoln (THH)

Jean Taylor Digby/Greenway (THH) Mellissa Herman 

Marg Behrman Sidney St (THH) Brian Stanley H’bush & T’dale (THH)

Gabriella Salva Wellington Est (THH) Glen Power Barkentine Est

Glen McMahon TH Renters Gerry Matthews Wellington (THH)

John Bell St George (EEH) APOLOGIES

Jenny Fisher Lena Milaa

Duncan Bowie Guest Speaker Brenda Daley Nozrul Mustafa

Myra Garrett

The meeting commenced at 7.00pm.

1.

2. 

Introductions and Apologies
Phil welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
Apologies received are noted above.

Minutes & Matters Arising from September meeting (19.09.16)
The minutes were agreed as a correct record.
There were no matters arising.

3. Guest Speaker
Our guest speaker Duncan Bowie gave an interesting and informative talk on the changes that 
needed to be made in housing policy to combat the appalling shortage of social housing both in 
London and in the country as a whole as a result of the policies of successive Governments 
over the past thirty years.  This was followed by a lively discussion.  More details below.

4. Estate and Landlord Issues

(a) THH Sub -Group     John A. gave a report back on the well-attended October meeting, and 
submitted questions agreed by the group on Resident Engagement to be passed on to the 
Cabinet Members with a view to a future meeting.

(b)  EEH Democracy Project    Glenn outlined his recent activities and future plans, and the 
meeting was updated regarding the current difficulties with our funders and interference by EEH 
Management.

(c)  Questions were raised on local estate issues, and a report was given by Gabriella on the 
new Wellington Estate TRA.

5. AOB
Everybody was reminded of the forthcoming National Summit on opposition to the Housing and 
Planning Act, and encouraged to attend.

The meeting concluded at 9.05pm
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6. Duncan Bowie’s Presentation notes

1. Most council land has been sold off for developer-led private housing projects – not social 
housing.
2. Sell off of high value council housing properties will eventually mean every property in inner 
London boroughs will be sold off as people move on or die, so don’t move on or die.
3. Council should be a lot stricter in what land is used for, eg. low rent social housing, but 
because councils have so little money they sell it off to the highest bidder, but the money isn’t 
being put back into housing.
4. Government abolished the distinction between social and affordable rents so what is 
sometimes described as social housing ranges from 40% to 80% of market rents.
5. New housing minster Gavin Barwell recently said homeownership isn’t everything, which is a 
better position than any of his recent predecessors.
6. Planning policy should be based on need, and development based on that need. If that was 
the case then council targets for planning applications should be 66% affordable housing.
7. Inner city regeneration tends to knock down social housing and double the density with 
primarily private homes for sale with the previous social housing units partially replaced with 
‘affordable’ and shared ownership.
8. Government money is going into supporting homeownership (loans) not social/affordable 
housing for rent.
9. Believes all government money will eventually go into special needs housing (shared 
ownership, rent-to-buy, intermediate) as opposed to general needs (theoretically available to 
everyone).
10. Housing bills are only voted on by English and Welsh MPs meaning Tories have a majority 
of 100, so difficult to challenge. Only hope of overturning the Housing Act is if the government is 
too busy dealing with Brexit. As things stand the government has still not drawn up any 
legislation to implement the Bill nor consulted don it despite it supposedly coming into law in 
April 2017.
11. Stop all public subsidy for home ownership. Why should taxpayers fund housing for capital 
appreciation. An alternative could be interest-free loans with percentage of increase in house 
value paid back to state on sale or death.
12. Private renting: why should landlords be subsidised by housing benefit? Landlords who offer
decent standard homes and longer tenancies would be entitled to greater HB subsidy.
13. Land is often 70/80% of a developers costs. Public bodies should have the power to acquire 
land at its existing use cost not its potential residential development value.
14. The government has no national spatial plan for England. Scotland, wales and Northern 
Ireland all have one as do most if not all of Europe. The government believes it is unnecessary 
[presumably they believe the market will deal with it].
15. Sometimes local concerns do have to be overridden, eg. people protecting their low density, 
high value areas or golf courses. Green belt land will need to be built on but not extensively if 
existing towns are built around [extended). New towns or garden cities are not value for money 
or even viable due to the infrastructure they require, eg. transport.
16. Need statutory cooperation policies for neighbouring authorities, eg. a high density, high 
[housing] need area being served by a neighbouring low density, low need area.
17. Occupancy. Half of London’s properties are either over-occupied or under-occupied.
18. Council tax - 22yrs since it was last reviewed, which aligned bands with property prices. In 
future it could be based on property size and occupancy, so the bigger the property and the 
fewer the number of people living in it the higher the bill.
19. Abolish stamp duty to encourage home purchasing, but charge capital gains on capital 
appreciation to be paid annually, on sale of property or death of owner.
20. Inheritance tax should be limited for low value homes but significant for high value ones.
21. Housing policy should be based on housing being somewhere to live and house people, not 
as a commodity to prop up the economy.
22. Social rents should be based on the cost of maintenance and management of the 
block/estate not neighbouring land values or market rates. Council rents are not subsidised, 
they have been subsidising everyone else.
Questions and comments then followed.  Duncan’s full presentation is on our website

Signed …………………………………………..  Phil Sedler - Chair THFedTRAs  Date ……………….
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