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All Tower Hamlets
residents welcome

Federation meetings
All meetings are on the
third Monday of the month,
7-9pm, Collingwood Hall,
Collingwood Street, E1 5DY 
17th October
Duncan Bowie, housing aca-
demic and practitioner, former
housing adviser to London
Mayor Ken Livingstone, on “a
new London Mayor, a new
Prime Minister – so what’s in
it for housing?”
21st November
Cllr David Edgar, Cabinet
Member for Resources, will
return to update the Fed on
the Council’s policy on com-
munity buildings - and to hear
your views.
19th December - TBA

Tower Hamlets Homes (THH)
Sub-Group
Next meeting:
7pm, Monday, 10th October
Main discussion topic:
Resident Engagement
Sidney Estate TRA office, 
2 Jarman House, Jubilee St.
(Disabled toilet, level inside, high
doorbell).
Open to all residents but particu-
larly of interest to residents on
LBTH estates managed by THH. 

Tower Hamlets Council is the bor-
ough’s “Strategic Housing Authority”
– an important sounding name, but un-
fortunately one that gives it little power.

One of the few rights it has is to pro-
duce a Housing Strategy every few
years – a document which sets out what
its priorities are. The Council is now in
the process of producing an up-to-date
strategy.

This hugely important document
will set out what kind of housing the
Council wants to see supplied in Tower
Hamlets: family homes? homes for
vulnerable people? expensive luxury
housing? communal flats for students?

It will set out what kind of tenure it
supports: in other words, what should
the balance be between homes for rent
and homes to buy? When developers
build, how many social homes for rent
should be included in their develop-
ments?

It will set out how many homes the
Council wants to see in the borough:
can we build enough for everyone on
the waiting list, or is Tower Hamlets
full? 

It will set out how Tower Hamlets
can survive national legislation and
regulations which put the very exis-
tence of social homes for rent in dan-
ger.

Setting out these points does not
mean that the Council will be able to
enforce its policies on other bodies. But
if the Strategy is not right in the first
place, it will be all the harder to keep
our housing in the future.

That’s why it is so important that all
TRA Committee Members and resi-
dents who are interested in housing in
this borough come along to this confer-
ence. We need to tell the Council what
we want to see in the strategy and to
show them that there is a body of resi-
dents who will back them all the way if
they fight for the housing we need.

Remember, remember
the 1st of October

Sat. 1st October, 9am-2pm
The Spotlight Centre, 30
Hay Currie Street, E14 6GN
(just behind Langdon Park
DLR Station)
Speakers include:
Mayor John Biggs
Cllr Siraj Islam (Cabinet
Member, Housing & Per-
formance)
and
YOU - the residents of
Tower Hamlets

Fed has a Good Plan
Owen Whalley and Kamlesh Harris
from the Council’s Planning Depart-
ment kindly came to the Fed’s Sep-
tember meeting and explained how
planning applications for major de-
velopments come to the Council and
are decided – and how residents can
have a say.

There was lots of much needed
technical detail and plenty of time for
questions from the residents present.

We all left the meeting feeling a lot
wiser but still concerned that the law
doesn’t allow residents much of a
say. We’ll do more on planning at fu-
ture Fed meetings.


