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This week’s picture shows a new lift
in a block of flats on an estate trans-
ferred over from the Council to a
“social landlord”. The floor of the
lift is about two inches higher than
the floor outside the lift. 
There’s a bumper set of questions

this week, so here we go!
1.  When did the original lift NOT
need replacing?
2.  When was it replaced?
3.  How quickly did it go wrong?
4.  Why do the lift contractor and the
landlord believe that having a lift
floor not “flush” with the outside
floor constitutes a “satisfactory re-
pair”?
5. How many times has the lift
stopped working alltogether since it
developed “not flushes”?
6.  How many residents have been
trapped in the lift since it developed
its height problem?
7.  When the discrepancy gets so bad
that the lift door won’t close, but
someone calls the lift from another
floor, just how loud is the noise the
door makes when it crashes back
after deciding it can’t move - and
how many residents has the noise
woken up ?
8.  Name that landlord!

Picture Quiz
The Council is reviewing its Hous-
ing Strategy policy – and that will
set the rules for a large part of what
the Council does about our homes
over the next four or five years. On
Monday, 27th June, the Federation
will be looking at the draft strategy
and feeding the views of TRAs and
active residents back to the Council.
It’s really important we get this right
– this policy will affect the kind of
homes you and yours will be living
in before long.
The meeting will look at four key

areas of policy.
�How do we get more homes?
The Council is suggesting that it
tries to build as many homes as pos-
sible that are truly affordable to live
in. However, the rents may be stag-
gered so that some tenants pay more
to subsidise the rents of other ten-
ants. 
Should the Council transfer the

homes it owns to an outside com-
pany in order to avoid the worst bits
of the Housing Act? 
�How does the Council allocate
homes?
The Council is considering concen-
trating on the needs of the most vul-
nerable residents and making more
use of the private sector for every-
one else. Its own tenants will have
fixed term tenancies. 
�Who does the Council work
with on housing issues?
The Council is proposing to work
with tenants of its own properties –
and with other social landlords (but
not their tenants or leaseholders!).

This must be a mistake – and we
have to put this right.
�How can the Council improve
standards in the private sector?
Various proposals are made here:
but do they go far enough?
Federation June meeting
7-9pm, Monday, 27th June
Collingwood Hall, Collingwood
Street, E1 5DY
All Tower Hamlets residents 
welcome.

Contact the Federation
admin@th-federation.org.uk

tel. 079 03 06 03 03
www.th-federation.org.uk

Our homes: you decide

FEDERATION MEETINGS
Monday 18th July (AGM):
Speaker: Tower Hamlets Mayor
John Biggs.
Collingwood Hall, Collingwood
Street, E1 5DY (7-9pm).
(ramp outside,level inside, dis-
abled toilet)

Tower Hamlets Homes (THH)
Sub-Group
7pm, Monday, 11th July
Sidney Estate TRA office, 2 Jar-
man House, Jubilee St. (Dis-
abled toilet, level inside, high
doorbell).
Resident engagement and re-
porting repairs. All welcome.

Tower Hamlets Axe the
Housing Act Group
(formerly “Kill the Bill”)
7pm, Wednesday, 29th June
Ogilvie Tenants Hall, 
A working body campaigning
against the Housing & Planning
Act 2016.


