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It was (almost) stand-
ing room only at the
Federation’s May
meeting, as Council-
lor David Edgar
(Cabinet Member for
Resources) came to
talk about the Coun-
cil’s plans for Com-
munity Halls. 

The Council owns around 80 com-
munity halls of various sizes, most of
which are on its own estates (where the
housing is managed by Tower Hamlets
Homes). A report went to the Council’s
Cabinet last December which included
information on the state of each hall
and who was occupying it. 

The report listed a “rent” for each
hall. TRAs had been worried they were
about to be charged rent, but Cllr Edgar
assured them that TRAs will not be
asked to hand over rent. The report says
that residents pay for their halls in their
rents or service charges already, so
TRAs cannot be “charged twice”. He
apologised for the report being mis-
leading in this regard.

TRAs told Cllr Edgar that they were
also paying utility bills and some other
costs such as insurance and that some
of them were having to do their own re-
pairs. Much of this was news to Cllr
Edgar, who was pleased to have been
given this new information.

More news came to light. The De-
cember Cabinet report included a com-
mitment that officers would, from then
onwards, go and talk to TRAs to obtain
more information about the physical
condition of the halls and terms of use.
Cllr Edgar was surprised that none of

the TRAs present had had this conver-
sation with Council officers in the five
months since the report was passed.
(Some TRAs reported sightings of of-
ficers on estates, but not discussions
taking place.)

The Fed Officers are really pleased to
bring TRAs and a Cabinet member to-
gether. We often suspect that the Coun-
cil hand doesn’t know what the
Community hand is doing (and vice
versa) and we hope this meeting has
helped both hands to move forwards.

Watch this space for updates !
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Getting the whole hall storyFEDERATION MEETINGS
Monday 27th June:
What do residents want to
see in the Council’s new
Housing Strategy?
Monday 18th July
(AGM):
Speaker: Tower Hamlets
Mayor John Biggs
All meetings in Colling-
wood Hall, Collingwood
Street, E1 5DY (7-9pm).
(ramp outside,level inside,
disabled toilet)
Tower Hamlets Homes
(THH) Sub-Group
7pm, Monday, 13th June
Sidney Estate TRA office,
2 Jarman House, Jubilee
St. (Disabled toilet, level
inside, high doorbell).
Discussion on Tower
Hamlets Homes’ policy
and practice on resident
engagement. Open to all
residents. Contact us if
you have a story but can’t
come to the meeting.
Tower Hamlets Axe the
Housing Act Group
(formerly “Kill the Bill”)
Next meeting: 
7pm, Tuesday, 14th June
Ogilvie Tenants Hall, 
Pitsea Estate (outside
ramp, level indoors, 
disabled toilet)
This is a working body
which plans meetings and
actions to spread aware-
ness of the Housing &
Planning Act 2016 and 
organises opposition to it.

Change of date?
Federation officers are considering pro-
posing to our July AGM that the Fed
change its regular meeting night from
the fourth Monday to the third Monday
of the month. We have to move to the
third Monday some months anyway (to
avoid bank holidays and Christmas).
Also, Tower Hamlets Cabinet members
have their own meetings on the fourth
Monday, so moving would help us or-
ganise speakers. Please let us know of
any other meetings on the third Monday
which would cause a clash.


