
On 10th May, representatives
of the Federation went to a
Cabinet meeting and were al-
located three minutes to ex-
plain why we were
disappointed with .the recom-
mendations from the Afford-
ability Commission. The
Commission was made up of
housing experts, including
landlords and developers but
excluding residents. It ws
looking into how the Council
can keep its rents down (and
influence other landlords to do

the same). 
The main proposals the

Cabinet was considering were
to charge some lower rents,
but subsidise this by charging
higher rents elsewhere or even
selling off homes; and allow-
ing developers to build fewer
homes in exchange for keep-
ing rents lower. 

The Fed did our best to
offer alternative solutions, but
the Cabinet stuck by the rec-
ommendations of the land-
lords and developers.
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The Housing & Planning Bill 2016 be-
came law on Friday, 13th May. 

Campaigners kept up a storm of lob-
bying MPs and Members of the House
of Lords, and a number of concessions
were secured. However, overall the ef-
fect of the Bill will be to change Coun-
cil Housing and Social Housing as we
know it.

For that reason, the campaign against
the Bill will continue. Although it has
become law, not all of its measures will
take effect immediately. 

Tower Hamlets Council has ex-
pressed its opposition to the Bill, which
will do nothing to solve our housing
crisis. It won’t create any extra afford-
able homes in the borough (it will ac-
tually reduce the number of social
homes for rent) and it will make Coun-
cil and Housing Association rents
higher for many tenants, as well as
making tenancies even less secure. 

All this is why the campaign against
the Housing Bill will continue. Contact
the Federation for more information.

Unlucky for some!

Federation meetings
Monday 27th June:
What do residents want to see in the 
Council’s new Housing Strategy?
Monday 18th July (AGM):
Speaker: Tower Hamlets Mayor John Biggs
All meetings are in the Collingwood Hall,
Collingwood Street, E1 5DY (from 7-9pm).
Tower Hamlets Homes Sub-Group
Monday, 13th June
The next meeting of the THHSG will be 
discussing Tower Hamlets Homes’ policy and
practice on resident engagement. 
Tower Hamlets Private Renters
This group gives help and support to 
tenants who are renting homes from private 
landlords, as well as campaigning on 
issues which affect private renters. 
Contact THPR on:
towerhamletsrenters@gmail.com

Contact the Federation
admin@th-federation.org.uk

tel. 079 03 06 03 03
www.th-federation.org.uk

Please email this newsletter round your TRA
Committee Members. Print it out and put

copies on your estate noticeboards

Fed “disappointed” with
Cabinet rents plan

Tower Hamlets Axe the
Housing Act Group
Next meeting: 
7pm, Tuesday, 31st May
Ogilvie Tenants Hall, 
Pitsea Estate
Access: outside ramp,
level indoors, disabled
toilet
This is a working body
which plans meetings and
actions to spread aware-
ness of the Housing &
Planning Act 2016 and 
organises opposition to it.


