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The April meeting of the Federa-
tion discussed how the Council

should approach setting its own
rents in the borough – and influence
other landloards.

In many ways, the Council’s
hands are tied. It has kept rents at
original levels for existing tenants in
its own properties, but in the early
years of the century it passed many
properties over to housing associa-
tions. The Fed warned at the time
that this was a dangerous policy, and
this has proved to be the case, with
some new landlords finding loop-
holes which let them hike rents.

The bigger question is what rents
are charged in new properties. The
Council has tried to keep rents down
in the relatively small number of
properties it has built itself. How-
ever, this policy means it cannot
apply for capital from the Greater
London Authority, which is only
given to Councils which agree to

charge the Government’s “afford-
able rents” (80% of market rents).

Many more of the new properties
are built by housing associations,
which do set high rents for these
properties. The Council has no di-
rect power over what rents are set.

The Federation believes that there
is no point pretending that we can
make significant improvements by
a few tweaks in policy (though
wherever the Council does have dis-
cretion, we want it to use it to keep
rents down). We are therefore call-
ing on the Council to be open with
residents, explain the problems and
campaign for current legislation,
and the injustices it causes, to be
changed.

We shall send the final version of
our Plan to the Council and we
await seeing what proposals their
own Affordability Commission of
housing experts is making. 

Watch this space!

Bishopsgate Goods Yard
Monday, 18th April (provisional)
Demonstrate at City Hall as Boris Johnson deter-
mines the planning application for Bishopsgate
Goods Yard.
More info on: www.morelightmorepower.co.uk
Tower Hamlets Homes Sub-Group:
7pm, Monday, 11th April
Main discussion: repairs service and the call cen-
tre. Please let us know what experiences you
have had with the call centre and with the repairs
service.
Sidney Estate Tenants Hall,
2 Jarman House, Jubilee Street
Fed’s Planning Sub-Group:
7pm, Monday, 18th April
Collingwood Hall, Collingwood Street, E1 5DY

Fed adopts Affordability Plan

Contact the Federation
admin@th-federation.org.uk

tel. 079 03 06 03 03
www.th-federation.org.uk

April meeting:
ELECTION HUSTINGS
Representatives of the main
parties standing in May’s
GLA elections explain their
housing policies: come and
hear what they have to say
and ask them questions.
7-9pm, Monday
25th April
Collingwood Hall,
Collingwood Street,
E1 5DY
Collingwood Hall is
wheelchair accessible.
Please contact us with
any  specific access 
inquiries.

Remember slum clearance?
TV production company Wall to Wall is
making a film about the history of East
London. Researchers would like to
speak to “people who experienced ‘slum
clearance’ in the 60s and 70s, whereby
old Victorian housing was knocked
down and residents were rehoused in to
new estate blocks.”
If you would like to help out, please

contact Maddie (one of the researchers)
on 020-7241 9330 or 07790-023 361.

Tower Hamlets “Kill
the Housing Bill”
Group gets going
The Housing Bill is still being scru-
tinised by the House of Lords, and it
is now likely not to get back to the
Commons until the autumn. 

The delay gives us welcome extra
time to campaign against its dreadful
measures, which include:
labolishing Council tenancies, so
that new tenancies would be granted
for a maximum of two to five years
(and therefore abolishing the right for
dependents to inherit a tenancy);
lmeans-testing tenants and increas-
ing rents up to full private renting
levels for residents who work, even
at quite modest levels of pay.

A number of local residents came
together last week to get a local cam-
paign group going. The first priority
is getting meetings or “street stalls”
on estates to explain the implications
of this Bill to residents. 
lThe next meeting is at 7pm on
Tuesday, 5th April at the Ogilvie Ten-
ants Hall on the Pitsea Estate. Email
us, and we’ll email you back a map.


