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Fed signs statement of solidarity
with East London Mosque

So far this month, a group called Britain First has staged two
demonstrations outside the East London Mosque: the first with
three people and observers, the second with about a dozen people.
On both occasions, the demonstrators waved Union Jacks and
chanted offensive and anti-Muslim slogans. 

The Fed has previously taken part in United East End, an ad hoc
group of faith leaders and community groups which has come to-
gether to organise opposition to extreme right wing groups stirring
up trouble in the borough. 

United East End has issued a statement in support of the East
London Mosque and condemning the recent hostile demonstra-
tions, which the Federation has signed. The full text can be found
on our website.

The Mayor recently set up an Af-
fordability Commission to look

at the problems of high rents in
Tower Hamlets. We agree that af-
fordability is an important issue –
rents in social housing and in the pri-
vate sector are a nightmare. 

Unfortunately, the Mayor’s Com-
mission didn’t have any residents
among its members. Now the Fed’s
going to put that right: for one night
only, our own Residents Affordabil-
ity Commission is drawing up pro-
posals on Affordable Rents which
we’ll then submit to the Council.

Tower Hamlets residents are under
threat. Housing is being used as a
political football:
lpublic subsidy goes to keep rents
high and ownership unattainable;
lsocial housing is being privatised
by stealth;
lthe supply of new housing is
geared to profit, not people.

Although there were many experts

on the Mayor’s Affordability Com-
mission, we do not believe that they
found many ways to keep rents at a
level tenants can afford to pay. They
had three meetings (in public),
where they seemed to veer between
ladmitting defeat (you can’t house
everyone who needs it, so decide
who you will house and concentrate
on them)
land suggesting solutions that are
not really suitable for Tower Ham-
lets (assemble larger packages of
land for development by negotiating
with other public sector bodies) or
which take us back to square one
(the Council can’t build many
homes, so work in partnership with
sympathetic developers).

The Federation is discussing an al-
ternative approach. We do want the
Council to use every bit of wriggle
room the Government has forgotten
to close. But we also want the Coun-
cil to launch a campaign, lobbying

decision-makers and publicising the
hardship caused by high rents as part
of pressing for change.

We hope you can join us at our
meeting on Monday, 21st March to
finalise our recommendations. But if
you can’t, watch out for our Resi-
dents’Affordability Recommenda-
tions and help us press for change.

Bishopsgate Goods Yard
Monday, 18th April (unless Boris changes the date again)
Demonstrate at City Hall as Boris Johnson, Mayor of
London,determines the planning application from devel-
opers who want to build posh skyscrapers on the Bish-
opsgate Goods Yard site (towering over Spitalfields).
For more info, go to: www.morelightmorepower.co.uk
Fed’s Planning Sub-Group:
7pm, Monday, 18th April
Collingwood Hall, Collingwood Street, E1 5DY
Fed’s April meeting
7-9pm, Monday 25th April, Collingwood Hall.
Election hustings.

One person’s “affordable” is another
person’s weekly wage packet

Contact the Federation
admin@th-federation.org.uk

tel. 079 03 06 03 03
www.th-federation.org.uk

Fed’s March meeting
7pm, Monday 21st March
Collingwood Hall, Collingwood
Street, E1 5DY
Collingwood Hall is wheelchair
accessible. For specfic access 
inquiries, please contact us (see
below)
(NB: our monthly meeting is a week
earlier than usual, to avoid Easter
Monday.)


