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Thanks to Federation Chair
Phil Sedler (left) and Ocean
Estate activist John Allison
(right) who carried the Fed-
eration’s banner on Sunday’s
“Kill the Bill” demonstration
through central London. 
This followed a meeting

about the Bill which local
housing activists organised
on the Cranbrook Estate. 
John Biggs, Mayor of

Tower Hamlets and a Mem-
ber of the Greater London
Authority, told the meeting
that the Council was very
worried about the effect the
Bill would have on the
Council’s housing service.
Cllr Rachel Blake, Cabinet

Member for Strategic Devel-
opment, said the Council had
had to take £8 million out of
its budget for services – the
estimated Government valu-
ation of Council homes it ex-
pected the Council to sell. 
Cllr Siraj Islam, Cabinet

Member for Housing, spoke
passionately about how local
people needed truly afford-
able social housing – and we
were in danger of losing it.
He was concerned that al-
though the Housing Bill was
now in the House of Lords,
many residents did not re-
alise that it would fundamen-
tally change the nature of
social housing in the UK.
Jenny Fisher, the Fed’s

Secretary, spoke about the
work the Fed is doing to help
residents throughout the
Borough with problems they
are experiencing with social
landlords. She also explained
that the Federation did run
and join in campaigns to de-
fend and improve tenants’
rights and living conditions.
The Federation had dis-

cused the Housing Bill last

month, and a speaker from
Camden told us how they
started their campaign by
holding a boroughwide
meeting, open to everyone
with an interest in campaign-
ing against the Bill: tenants,
leaseholders, trade unions,
housing workers, councillors
and community groups.
The Fed decided to do the

same thing in Tower Ham-
lets. We are calling an organ-
ising meeting to set up a
local “Kill the Bill” group
bringing together everyone
who wanted to help organise
opposition to the Bill and its
consequences. 
There was much to do,

starting with organising
meetings to inform tenants
about the Bill and planning
local opposition activities. If
you would like to be part of
a local Group and help or-
ganise activities, please
come along.

Kill the Bill
Local Organising

Meeting
7pm, Tuesday,
22nd March

Ogilvie Community
Hall, Pitsea Estate,

1 Stepney Causeway,
London E1 0JP

(We’ll email out a map with
directions to this venue this

week. To join our email list and
receive this, email us at the

address below)

Fed’s March meeting
7pm, Monday 21st March
Collingwood Hall, Collingwood Street, E1 5DY
(NB: our monthly meeting is a week earlier than usual, to
avoid Easter Monday.)
The Mayor recently set up an Affordability Commission to
look at the problems of high rents in social housing. Un-
fortunately, it didn’t have any residents among its mem-
bers. Now the Fed’s going to put that right: for one night
only, our own Residents Affordability Commission draws
up proposals on Affordable Rents which we’ll then submit
to the Council.
Bishopsgate Goods Yard
Postponed from 11th March, provsionally
re-scheduled for Monday, 18th April
Demonstrate at City Hall as Boris Johnson, Mayor of
London,determines the planning application from devel-
opers who want to build posh skyscrapers on the Bish-
opsgate Goods Yard site (towering over Spitalfields).
For more info, go to: www.morelightmorepower.co.uk
Fed’s Planning Sub-Group:
7pm, Monday, 18th April
Collingwood Hall, Collingwood Street, E1 5DY
Fed’s April meeting
7-9pm, Monday 25th April, Collingwood Hall.
Election hustings.

Kill the Housing Bill!
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Contact the Federation
admin@

th-federation.org.uk
tel. 079 03 06 03 03

www.th-federation.org.uk


