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Last week’s picture showed two vans which be-
long to One Housing Group (OHG) and were
parked on the Samuda estate.

The left hand van is parked with its front
wheels on double yellow lines. OHG painted the
double yellow lines because the Fire Brigade had
warned them that bad parking on the estate, es-
pecially on corners, was impeding access for the
emergency services. 

The right hand van is parked with its front
wheels on the pavement. This pavement used to
have bollards on it to stop vehicles parking on
the pavement, which not only impeded access
but also broke up the paving stones. Sadly, the
bollards broke. OHG refused residents’ requests
to replace them because it would cost too much
and because it was unlikely that anyone would
park on the pavement. Now its own vans are un-
dertaking this “unlikely” parking activity, while
residents are saving up to pay to replace the
paving stones.
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Contact the Federation
admin@th-federation.org.uk

tel. 079 03 06 03 03
www.th-federation.org.uk

Rough sleepers: numbers
up by a third this year
The number of people sleeping rough in
England rose by a third last year, according
to government figures announced this
week. The calculation is based on estimates
submitted by local authorities to the De-
partment for Communities and Local Gov-
ernment, prepared on the basis of a head
count conducted in October and November
or on other local methods of estimating
data. 

Actual numbers of rough sleepers rose
from 2,744 to 3,569. Just over a quarter
(26%) of the rough sleepers were in Lon-
don: this is a similar proportion of the over-
all figures as last year and is an increase of
27%, less than the national average.

Westminster topped the national list with
a count of 265 – substantially higher than
all other local authorities. Other London
Authorities in the top ten were Brent (6th
position, 55 sleepers), Croydon (9th, 51)
and the City of London (10th, 48).

Figures collected separately by the Com-
bined Homelessness and Information Net-
work (which is funded by the Greater
London Authority) found that 86% of
rough sleepers were male. Of the national-
ities which could be established, nearly
half (43%) were from the UK and roughly
a third (36%) were from European coun-

tries which had joined the EU in 2004 or
2007.

lTower Hamlets Council’s Housing Ad-
vice Service will help any resident facing
homelessness. They are based in Bethnal
Green at Albert Jacob House, 62 Roman
Road E2 0PG (wheelchair accessible), tel.
020-7364 3558 and are open Monday-Fri-
day, 9.30am-4pm. After hours, anyone fac-
ing homelessness that night can go into a
local police station, where officers will
contact the Council’s out of hours service
which will advise them on (but not neces-
sarily provide) emergency accommodation.
Residents can also use the Council’s
Streelink app to report rough sleepers, who
will then be visited by the Council’s Out-
reach Team to see if they can help.

Date to be announced
Boris Johnson, Mayor of London, is
considering the planning application
from developers who want to build
posh skyscrapers on the Bishopsgate
Goods Yard site (towering over Spi-
talfields). There will be a protest at
City Hall when the application has a
public hearing (now postponed from
11th March). For more info, go to:
www.morelightmorepower.co.uk
Sunday, 16th April
National March for Homes:
details to follow.

FEDERATION MEETINGS
Future meetings (all Mondays):

21st March: residents and affordable rents
25th April: pre-election hustings

All meetings are in the Collingwood
Hall, Collingwood Street, E1 5DY

Planning Sub-Group:
7pm, Monday, 29th February
Collingwood Hall, E1 5DY

Private Renters Group offers advice
Tower Hamlets Renters had fun last week-
end when they visited lettings agents in the
Borough, checking that they complied with
legal requirements to display their fees.
The Group found 35 companies which are
not complying with the law. It pointed this
out to the agents involved, but then went
on to report them to the Council. Agents
may be prosecuted and face fines up to
£5,000 if convicted.

The Group will be holding a rights work-
shop on Sunday, 28th February, from 3-
5pm. The workshop is at the Unite

Community Centre on Cable Street, E1
0BL (which unfortunately is not wheel-
chair accessible). The workshop will help
plan the drop-in advice sessions which the
Group will be starting next month.

Private renters include both those who
rent privately owned houses or flats in pri-
vately owned blocks, as well as those who
rent leasehold properties on social housing
estates.
lFor more information about Tower Ham-
lets Renters, go to:
http://towerhamletsrenters.wordpress.com.


