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Dates for your diary
5.30pm, Wednesday, 10th Feb 
Tower Hamlets Council 
Affordability Commission 
Town Hall, Mulberry Place 
Join the Fed to lobby the Commis
sion and call for it to recommend 
that tenants need homes that we 
can afford to live in. Join us at 
5.30pm outside the Town Hall, Mul
berry Place and then come in to the 
meeting.

Thursday, 11th February 
6.30pm, Camden Town Hall 
London-wide summit on the Housing 
Bill, involving tenants and housing 
workers.

Date to be confirmed 
Boris Johnson, Mayor of London, is 
considering the planning application 
from the developers who want to 
build on the Bishopsgate Goods 
Yard site. Their proposals are dread
ful: it would be like building some
thing on the scale of Canary Wharf 
along the west side of Spitalfields. 
Protest at City Hall. For more info, 
go to: http://www.morelightmore- 
power.co.uk/

Sunday, 16th April 
National March for Homes

Tower Hamlets Federation

Future meetings (all Mondays): 
22nd February; 21st March; 25th April 

All meetings are in the Collingwood 
Hall, Collingwood Street, E1 5DY

Next meeting of the Fed's Tower 
Hamlets Homes Sub-Group :

7pm, Monday, 8th February 
Sidney Estate Tenants Hall, 

Jubilee Street

Next meeting of the Fed's 
Planning Sub-Group: 7pm, 

Monday, 29th February 
Collingwood Hall, E1 5DY

Federation discusses how to 
campaign on the Housing Bill

The Federation is a non-party political 
body: we represent tenants and residents 
who support all political parties and none. 
However, we shall be campaigning against 
the Housing Bill currently going through 
Parliament.

The Bill includes a number of measures 
which would make life very hard for tenants 
of social homes and would make it even 
harder for those who need or want social 
homes to obtain them. For these reasons, we 
believe we have to try to persuade MPs and 
members of the House of Lords not to sup
port it.
• “No homes for life”
The Bill would end lifetime tenancies. 
Households would be granted a tenancy for 
between two and five years and would then 
have to re-apply for their own flat.
• “Pay to Stay”
The Bill would means test all tenants. If the 
top two earners in the household earn more 
than £40,000 (gross), your rent will go up 
to the full “affordable” rate of 80% of mar
ket rents. £40,000 is not as much as it 
sounds. If your household includes one 
teaching assistant and one young person 
who has an apprenticeship, you could fall 
within the “Pay to Stay” group. If you have 
a three bedroomed flat, your rent could go 
up from around £600 to over £1,000 a 
month.
• “Buy one, lose one free”
The Bill gives Housing Association tenants 
the right to buy their flat, with the same 
kind of discount that Council tenants have. 
(The discount is not a subsidy: it is given 
in recognition of the fact that the tenant has 
already paid rent on their flat for some 
years.) The Bill makes Councils pay Hous
ing Associations for the discount they are 
giving. Councils will have to sell their most 
expensive homes (in Tower Hamlets, that 
could be a lot of homes) as soon as they be
come vacant. The Government will take 
money away from the Council’s budget ac
cording to what it thinks the Council should 
have earned from selling homes, and then

give it to the Housing Associations, so they 
can build homes to replace the ones sold 
off. This means that the Council and the 
Housing Association will each lose a home 
and there will only be one replacement.

While all this is threatened in the Bill, the 
Government is using public money to sub
sidise home-buyers.
• I f  you would like to know more about this 
project, please contact us (see below).

Contact the Federation
admin@th-federation.org.uk 

tel. 079 03 06 03 03 
www.th-federation.org.uk

The Picture Quiz

Which social landlord put signs like this up 
on one of its estates last week? Why were res
idents surprised and what was particularly as
tonishing about the landlord’s actions? The 
answers will appear in our next newsletter.
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