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Peabody: a lost 
opportunity

Peabody Housing Association was es
tablished in 1862 by the US banker and 
philanthropist, George Peabody. 
Nowadays their mission is “to ensure 
that as many people as possible have a 
good home” -  but are they keeping to 
their mission?

In Tower Hamlets, Peabody has been 
known as the “vandal landlord” after it 
knocked down the last surviving Jew
ish Maternity Hospital in Underwood 
Road in order to build a dreary, stan
dard block of flats -  most of which 
were for private sale.

Their latest accomplishment in east 
London is to start to sell properties in 
new developments in East and West 
London -  which have been designed 
according to traditional ways of look
ing at the two parts of the capital. Ac
cording to Peabody, when Londoners 
are deciding where to live, we now 
weigh up the “age old questions, East 
vs. West, trendy vs. traditional, edgy 
vs. classic.”

They go on: “you can still distin
guish between the East and West’s 
defining characteristics with the East’s 
style coloured by the area’s industry, a 
mix of cultures and the docklands area 
and the West with its early influences 
from the aristocracy, royalty and easy 
access to green open space.”

There are now approximately 2,000 
Tower Hamlets residents who are liv
ing in short term accommodation be
cause they are homeless (about 10% of 
the waiting list). How many of them 
are sat in their hostels, their B&Bs, 
their temporary accommodation 
weighing up whether they want to live 
in a trendy and edgy area or a tradi
tional one? Ironically, in past decades 
they may have looked to Peabody to 
help house them. Nowadays, 
Peabody’s priorities seem to be else
where.

Federation takes up cause of 
East End Homes residents

During the Housing Choice process, Tower 
Hamlets Council aimed to offer residents a 
choice not only between new landlords but 
also between different kinds of landlords. 
(Whether the Council was successful in that 
aspiration is a different story.)

To that end, the Council set up East End 
Homes, a housing association established 
on the “community gateway” model. East 
End Homes was not only to be a landlord, 
but was also given the job of empowering 
residents. To that end, the East End Homes 
Ltd was a company which residents and 
members of the public could become mem
bers of. Unfortunately, East End Homes did 
not recognise this was the case, and for 
many years it refused to admit residents as 
members of the company. When its own so
licitors finally advised it to do so, it did 
open a membership scheme -  which it im
mediately suspended. It then went on to 
abolish the membership scheme after a 
token attempt at consultation which even 
the Council said was wholly inadequate.

Now the Federation is starting a project 
to explore what East End Homes residents

Tower Hamlets Council 
Affordability Commission
6pm, Wednesday, 10th Feb 
Town Hall, Mulberry Place

The Council has set up a 
Commission of housing experts to 

discuss the problem of social 
housing becoming “unaffordable” .

There are no residents on the 
Commission, so we have to make 

our points from the audience. 
The Federation is calling a lobby of 

the Commission’s next meeting. Join 
us at 5.30pm outside the Town Hall, 
Mulberry Place and then come in to 

the meeting and help us tell the 
Commission that residents need 

affordable housing.

really want from their landlord -  and if they 
are happy with the way residents have been 
removed from the formal structures of the 
company. Where East End Homes refused 
to conduct any meaningful consultation, the 
Fed will step in and involve all residents in 
planning for their futures.

We don’t entertain much hope that this 
will be welcome news for East End Homes. 
However, we hope that residents will seize 
this opportunity -  which they were prom
ised, but which was never delivered -  to 
shape their own futures.
• I f  you would like to know more about this 
project, please contact us (see below).

Next Federation meeting
7pm, Monday, 25th January

How should we fight 
the Housing Bill?

Speakers:
Cllr Rachel Blake, 

Tower Hamlets Cabinet Member 
for Strategic Development 

Liz Wheatley,
Housing Campaigner 

Collingwood Hall, 
Collingwood Street, E1 5DY

Contact the Federation
admin@th-federation.org.uk 

tel. 079 03 06 03 03 
www.th-federation.org.uk

Future meetings (all Mondays): 
25th Jan, 22nd February; 21st March 
All meetings are in the Collingwood 

Hall, Collingwood Street, E1 5DY 
Next meeting of the Fed’s Tower 

Hamlets Homes Sub-Group: 
7pm, Monday, 8th February 
Sidney Estate Tenants Hall, 

Jubilee Street

mailto:admin@th-federation.org.uk
http://www.th-federation.org.uk

