
TH Federation of TRAs

Minutes of the Federation meeting
on Monday, 27th July 2015

at Collingwood Hall, London E1.

PRESENT APOLOGIES

Phil Sedler (Chair) Collingwood (THH) Uche Onwubiko (Treasurer) Lincoln (THH)

Jenny Fisher (Sec./DW) SELMO (OHG) Marg Behrman Sidney St (THH)

Mark Taylor (Admin Worker) Eric & Treby (EEH) Lena Milaa Eric & Treby (EEH)

Howard Cohen Sidney (THH) Clive Palmer Brownfield (HARCA)

Brenda Daley Ocean Est (THH) Lucy Rogers Columbia Road

Cyril Farby Waterloo Gdns Marg Berhman Sidney St (THH)

Myra Garrett Sidney (THH)

Terry McGrenera Lincoln  (THH) IN ATTENDANCE

Glen Robotham Lincoln (THH) Sharon Hayward London Federation

Kate Scannell Peabody (Peabody)

Jim Smith Holland (EEH) PRESENT

Brian Stanley H’bush & T’dale (THH) John Allison Ocean Est (THH)

Jean Taylor Digby St/Greenway Melissa Hesham

Claire Winter St Stephens (THH) John Foster

Alex Salva Wellington Est Gabriela Salva Wellington Est

ITEM
The meeting commenced at 7.00pm.

1.

2.

Introductions and Apologies
Phil welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Apologies received are noted above.

Minutes & Matters Arising from meeting (22.06.15)
There were no corrections to the minutes, which were agreed as a correct record of the 
meeting.
Matter arising: Dr Banerjee is in the process of arranging the meeting agreed, but we will 
chase him for an exact date.

3. Officers Report
Phil explained that there was no written officers’ report as, with no staff, we were not able 
to undertake many projects. He gave a verbal report on our activities: our funding 
application had passed the first stage; let us know if you want to join a group on planning 
issues.
Sarah had told us at the last meeting that Southern Housing Group residents in Philpott 
Street were meeting their landlord about the large and varied increases in tenants’ service 
charges and had asked if we could provide a chair: Glen had kindly done this for us.  Glen 
then reported on the meeting.
Phil would email Sarah to offer her ongoing support.
Glen asked that we publicise any courses on chairing meetings that we came across (e.g. 
the THH ones).  Jenny suggested that we should run some too.

4. Speaker: Sharon Hayward, London Tenants Federation, on “Demolition, 
Development, Gentrification – Diaster!”
Phil introduced Sharon Heyward of the London Tenants Federation who spoke about 
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development issues and answered questions.  There was a general discussion of the 
issues raised.  Sharon handed out copies of a UCL publication Refurbishment and 
Demolition Community Toolkit.

5. Landlord issues
Mark recapped the situation on the Holland Estate.  We shall continue to stay in touch with
the residents.

6. Any Other Business
John reported that local residents, including the TRA of local housing association property,
were concerned about the future of the London Chest Hospital site, which seemed to 
include sale (via bidding?) of the site for a high-density housing development (with little 
social housing) – but it was hard to get information out of the Trust or the Council.  A public
campaign, “Community Chest”, is working for an acceptable outcome. It will send an open 
letter to the local press and elected representatives shortly. Those present voted in favour 
of the Fed signing the letter (one vote against).  Brenda said that she and Tom Ridge had 
worked on the future of the site last year, including meeting Owen Whalley, and she 
recommended that John speak to Tom. John was happy to do so, and Mark would 
facilitate communication.
Jenny suggested the campaign be careful: few politicians had influence over planning 
issues and there was a danger of the campaign becoming a political football.
Myra was surprised the site had not been sold already.
Jean wondered if the site could become a Community Land Trust on the St Clements 
model. She thought the Trust was virtually bankrupt and needed to sell everything it could 
and was surprised no sale had yet gone through.
Mark suggested that instead of talking about the St Clements CLT as a model, the 
campaign could talk about community-led development, as that could include co-ops, etc. 
Jim said it was useful to direct campaigning at Barts, as board members are likely to be 
seeing a paper on disposal of the site. Does Barts dispose of sites as it wishes, or does 
the government have a say?  The campaign letter seemed very definite: should there be 
wider consultation before it is finalised, lest it antagonise opponents?
Brenda agreed the letter was a good move, but thought the campaign should get 
information from Tom Ridge and then meet Owen Whalley and Mark Hutton before 
sending it.
Myra suggested that Healthwatch could find out who owns the site currently.
Cyril said he had lived in Bethnal Green for 82 years. He and his grandparents had been 
treated in the RLH and the Chest hospital.  It was sad to see these organisations close 
and good to see public campaigns emerging.
Mark said that the Board papers were online, but the Trust also has an annual public 
meeting on 16th September at Stratford Old Town Hall.
John noted all the points made and said that the campaign was looking at whether any 
plans provided for the necessary infrastructure to support any development.  Water 
pressure was an issue: not least because local town houses have been converted into 
flats, which increases demand. The campaign would go to the public meeting.  It had done
FOI request to Barts and all they would say is that they were in the process of disposal but
could give no more details as this would prejudice negotiations.

7. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting would be the AGM on Monday, 28th September. 
The meeting closed at 9:00pm.

Signed …………………………………………..    Date ……………………………………

Phil Sedler - Chair THFedTRAs
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