
TH Federation of TRAs

Minutes of the Federation meeting
on Monday 22nd June, 2015

at Collingwood Hall, London E1.

PRESENT APOLOGIES
Phil Sedler (Chair) Collingwood (THH) Lena Milaa Eric & Treby (EEH)

Jenny Fisher (Sec.) Samuda (OHG) Lucy Rogers Columbia Road

Uche Onwubiko (Treasurer) Lincoln (THH) GUEST SPEAKER

Mark Taylor (Admin Worker) Eric & Treby (EEH) Dr Somen Banerjee

Myra Garrett Sidney (THH) PRESENT (cont)

Glen McMahon TH Renters Sarah Fieldgate M (SHG)

Terry McGrenera Lincoln (THH) Vibeke Norberg Approach (THH)

Margaret Henessy Will Crooks (THH) Marg Behrman Sidney St (THH)

Jason Hills Ocean Est (THH) Kate Scannell Peabody (Peabody)

Jean Taylor Digby St/Greenway (THH) Brian Stanley H’bush & T’dale (THH)

Claire Winter St Stephens (THH) Glen Robotham Lincoln (THH)

Nozrul Mustafa Collingwood (THH) Brenda Daley Ocean Est (THH)

Cyril Farby Waterloo Gdns Micheal J. Shamond

Howard Cohen Sidney St (THH)

ITEM ACTION
The meeting commenced at 7.00pm.

1. Introductions and Apologies

Phil welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Apologies received are noted above.
2. Minutes & Matters Arising from the May meeting (18.05.15)

Phil drew attention to various matters arising.
Jean asked if anyone had asked Planning about access.  Clare said Debbie 
was still in post and looked at planning applications, as did OTs.  

3. Speaker: Dr Somen Banerjee, Director of Public Health, LBTH

Dr Banerjee spoke about Public Health in Tower Hamlets and answered 
questions. He was happy to continue to work with the Fed to spread the public 
health message out and to collect residents input through TRAs.  To that end, 
he would convene an early evening meeting in about a month between 
interested Federistas and relevant members of his team to take this forward.
Diane Barham, CEO of TH Healthwatch, has a “patient input into health 
matters” brief, and the meeting felt we should consider inviting her to a future 
meeting.

4. Officers report

Phil drew attention to the tabled report.  Collingwood TRA had opposed 
Sainsburys development.  He had gone to Bishopsgate consultation: we would 
be as involved as possible in this.  
Glen pointed out that Stop the Blocks were holding a walking tour of 
developments sites on 8th August.



5. Landlord and Estate issues

EEH (Holland):  We were keeping up links.  They were talking about setting up 
a TRA (to complement the EMB).  

THH:  Six days ago, the THH website announced that a new Chief Executive 
had been appointed: former Acting Chief Exec of Hackney Homes (where 
senior THH manager Jamie Carswell used to be a councillor). She was in 
charge of Ealing’s ALMO when it was downgraded.  We had thought LBTH had 
put recruitment on hold, but it seems THH advertised this 3 year post in April, 
with a recruitment timetable from May to June (during which time there were no
board meetings and no mayor).  

Jason:  THH replaced SIGs with SDGs (much dissatisfaction with these) last 
year.  THH promised residents could observe SDGs, but dates of meetings are 
not published.  THH has taken past SIG and Residents Panel minutes off 
website and has not put up any SDG minutes.  Fed will investigate.

Vibeke: THH gave very short notice of its Big Lunch grants and delayed 
decisions to the point where there was no time to organise the event the grant 
was supposed to fund. It is much stricter than in past years. I have put a 
complaint in to the Government’s Commissioners about this. THH should 
publish what grants it has awarded and to whom.
Glen:  My TRA has been able to retain held-over money until we can organise 
intended events properly.

Sarah: Southern Housing Group has increased the service charge part of 
Fieldgate Mansions tenants’ rents. Increases are up to 250%, vary between 
flats of the same size and no explanation has been given. These are not ex-
Council properties and many residents are dissatisfied with the landlord. 80% 
of residents have signed a petition but who should it be sent to?  

Bedroom Tax:  Cyril spoke on how unfair this was. 
6. Future meetings

Phil asked the meeting whether they wished to invite the new mayor to be a 
speaker and, if so, whether to extend an early invite (July) or a later one 
(September). There was a general feeling that he should be invited to speak at 
the AGM on 21st September.

7. Date of Next Meeting:  Monday, 27th July  2015


