
TH Federation of TRAs

Minutes of the Federation meeting
Held on Monday, 23rd March 2015
at Collingwood Hall, London E1.

PRESENT APOLOGIES
Phil Sedler (Chair) Collingwood (THH) Vibeke Norberg Approach (THH)

Jenny Fisher (Sec./DW) SELMO (OHG) Lena Milaa Eric & Treby (EEH)

Uche Onwubiko (Treasurer) Lincoln (THH)

Mark Taylor (Admin Worker) Eric & Treby (EEH)

IN ATTENDANCE

Marg Behrman Sidney St (THH) Betsy Dillner Generation Rent

Naomi Byron Collingwood (THH)

Howard Cohen Sidney St (THH)

Ruth Davies O’Leary Sq, E1 

Michael Donaldson

Cyril Farby Waterloo Gdns

Myra Garrett Sidney St (THH)

Jason Hills Ocean (THH)

Terry McGrenera Lincoln  (THH)

Brenda McHugh Sidney St (THH)

Glyn Robbins

Kate Scannell Peabody (Peabody)

Brian Stanley H’bush & T’dale (THH)

ITEM ACTION
The meeting commenced at 7.09pm.

1.

2.

Introductions and Apologies
Phil welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
Apologies received are noted above.

Minutes & Matters Arising from meeting (23.02.15)
There were no corrections to the minutes.
Phil said that the list of police contacts in each ward had been supplied and 
was on our website.

3. Discussion: how can TRAs and private renters work 
Phil introduced Betsy Dillner of Generation Rent, who gave an outline of that 
organisation’s campaigns.  There was further discussion.  
Glynn agreed to ask TH Private Renters to come to our meetings.  
He suggested we invite them to the hustings meeting (April).

4. Officers’ report
Phil drew attention to the officers’ report which had been circulated in advance.
Phil pointed out that Terry’s document “Sack Cansfield” had been successful: 
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Cansfield having resigned just before it was published. Terry said Cansfield had
brought forward his resignation to pre-empt publication.  Myra had asked 
whether Cansfield would be replaced, and Phil hoped they would bring forward 
the referendum so a new incumbent would be committed to the future.  

5. Estate and landlord issues

THH
a)  Fed meetings with them on “SIPs” got nowhere.  We are now meeting the 
Council (provisional date is 1st April) to find a way forward.  

b)  Sainsburys: the latest is that Sainsbury is supposed to be coming back to 
THH, meanwhile tenants will be meeting Cllrs Chowdhury and Rahman.

c)  Terry:  petition on Community Hall for Watts Grove is going to next Council.  

d)  Kevin Jones invited us to let him have evidence, even if anecdotal, of 
residents having problems with newly centralised phone system.  We are 
looking for TRAs to help us assemble this.  There was some discussion on 
whether complaints are effective.

e)  Uche wondered how many TRAs are active.  He felt THH demoralises many
of them.  He asked how many HOs in THH have been moved?  He felt they are
not performing the service we pay for.  Jenny said HOs have probably not been
moved, just put further out of reach.  

f)  Uche raised the question of asbestos and Terry suggested we should check 
out how asbestos is being dealt with in THH decent works.

EEH
Holland estate residents are cross over demolitions EEH is proposing in order 
that it can build in Boris’s Opportunity Area.  Residents have been petitioning 
on the estate.  At a TRA meeting in December, 9 voted against demolition, with 
2 abstentions.  Another meeting is coming soon.  

6. AOB

Cyril said Network rail will be working on the rail bridge over Hackney Road in 
the summer.  There will be night and weekend working, during which there will 
be road closures. For more information go to www.networkrail.co.uk/contactus, 
or phone the helpline 08457-114 141.

THH has raised a complaint with Terry, alleging that he had abused a 
contractor.  No date for a meeting yet.  He is seeking legal advice.  

7. Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be on Monday, 27th April: a “public” meeting in the form 
of a hustings without any business being taken.  The next usual meeting will be 
on Monday, 18th May (third Monday to avoid bank holiday).
The meeting closed at 9:00pm.

Signed …………………………………………..
Phil Sedler, Chair THFedTRAs

Date ……………………………………………
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