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Tower Hamlets Homes
If you or any residents on your estate
have any experience of poor service
from Tower Hamlets Homes, please

email a short account of your
experience to:

kevinS. Jones@
towerhamletshomes. gov. uk 

and copy your email to:
admin@th-federation.org.uk

Contact the Fed
admin@th-federation.org.uk

tel. 079 03 06 03 03
www.th-federation.org.uk

All tenants can work for better housing
Betsy Dillner, Community Campaigns Manager of the private
renters’ campaigning organisation Generation Rent (GR), spoke to
our March meeting. She told us that a small group of private renters
groups had come together three years ago to set the campaign up.
Since then, the size of the private rented sector has mushroomed:
there are now 9 million private renters in England and 11 million
in the UK as a whole. The scale and variety of problems they face
have grown too.
Many people think that private renters are all young people and

students, renting privately as a temporary measure before they
move on to something more permanent. This is not true: there are
people bringing up families in private rented accommodation now.
Many people have no option but to live in this sector on a long term
basis, as home ownership is now out of the reach of large parts of
the population and the availability of social housing has declined.
The private rented sector is the most expensive form of tenure,

the least secure, and the one with the poorest living conditions.
Many renters are now coming together and complaining and work-
ing for change. Unfortunately, we tend to campaign for our own
interests and there is a bit of “politics of resentment”.  Private ten-
ants get jealous of those who managed to access social housing,
but then social housing tenants worry about private tenants on their
estates who, with their fast turnover, are threatening the close knit,
stable community.  Then those who have managed to scrape to-
gether money to buy something start to say others should deal with
their problems in this way too.  People, however they personally
are housed, want housing provision as a whole to get better, so we
should start working together rather than keeping to our own tenure
group.

Betsy and the audience discussed how we get better housing for
all in this country. There are lots of good policy ideas: starting with
changing concepts (housing should be a social right, not a com-
modity for financial speculation) through to specific measures (li-
cence private landlords to enforce decent standards). But how do
we get these policies implemented?
Some of the political parties have hinted they may implement

some good policies – but they seek to be tinkering with the issue
rather than offering a comprehensive solution. There are huge prob-
lems and the politicians’ responses are “here are a few answers”,
rather than “I realise there are huge problems, and here are huge
answers.” Many people are worried that pre-election pledges may
not be implemented after the election. 
We are not short of solutions: we are short of people we can be

confident will implement them. However, there are 86 parliamen-
tary seats where the private rented sector, voting as a block, could
affect the result – and that will be 164 seats by the next General
Election. The London Mayoral election in 2016 will be crucial. It
is increasingly in MPs’ interests to tackle private renters’ problems.
Will they listen?

Tower Hamlets Federation presents:
The Great General Election Housing Hustings!

Monday, 27th April, 7-9pm;
Collingwood Hall, Collingwood Street, E1.

The main political parties standing General Election
candidates in our borough will be attending

to discuss their housing policy with you in detail.
If you would like to ask a particular question, send it to us now.

There will also be contributions from the audience.
All Tower Hamlets residents are welcome to come along.
May meeting: Monday, 18th May (early date to avoid bank holiday)


