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March meeting:
Betsy Dillner from Generation Rent on:

“How can private renters and TRAs work together?”
Monday, 23rd March, 7-9pm;

Collingwood Hall, Collingwood Street, E1.
Please note change of venue!

TRAs often have to deal with problems on our estates caused by 
“private renters”. Private renters often have to deal with problems
caused by their leaseholder landlords. We both have to deal with

problems caused by the estate’s social landlords.
Most TRAs are looking for new people to become involved in the TRA,
particularly young people. Many private renters are young, and they’re
often looking for a quick introduction to what’s going on on the estate.

How can we work together to solve these problems?
All Tower Hamlets residents are welcome to come along.

Tower Hamlets Homes
If you or any residents on your estate
have any experience of poor service
from Tower Hamlets Homes, please

email a short account of your
experience to:
kevinS. Jones@

towerhamletshomes. gov. uk 
and copy your email to:

admin@th-federation.org.uk

Contact the Fed
admin@th-federation.org.uk

tel. 079 03 06 03 03
www.th-federation.org.uk

Getting Neighbourhood
Planning Off the Ground
A workshop on collaborative

projects between researchers
and local communities
Saturday 28th March

10:30 – 16:00
Upper Hall, East London

Tabernacle. Burdett Road,
Mile End, London, E3 4TU

Organised by the UCL
Bartlett School of Planning

and JustSpace
Register to participate at:

https://eventbrite.com/event/
16099505053

REGISTER NOW:
LIMITED PLACES AVAILABLE!
This workshop event brings
together the experience of six
London’s neighbourhood forums
and of the academic students
and researchers who have
worked with them to support their
capacity to influence planning
policy through the preparation of
neighbourhood plans.

New law on tenant safety
Private landlords will be required by law to
install working smoke and carbon monox-
ide (CO) alarms in their properties, under
measures announced by Housing Minister
Brandon Lewis earlier this month. The
Government hopes that the move will help
prevent up to 26 deaths and 670 injuries a
year once it comes into operation in Octo-
ber this year. 
However, before you begin to shed tears

for the private landlords having to go to this
great expense, please note that the govern-
ment is giving grants to fire and rescue au-
thorities so they can provide landlords with
free alarms. It shouldn’t be a great expense,
though: the Government estimates that 90%
of homes already have smoke alarms (up
from 8% in 1988).
Once the landlord has installed the alarm,

and tested it at the start of each new tenancy,
it will still be up to the tenant to test the
alarm regularly to ensure that it remains in
working order.
The CO – Be Alarmed campaign (which

was set up in 2008 and is funded by the
seven largest energy suppliers) has wel-
comed the legislation. It points out that CO
is a deadly gas that cannot be seen, smelt or
tasted. The only way to know it is there is

by installing an audible alarm. Their
spokesperson, Lawrence Slade, said:
“This is wonderful news. The majority of

private renters falsely believe it is up to
their landlord to keep them safe. Thankfully
private landlord’s moral responsibility for
their tenants' safety will soon become a
legal responsibility. The important thing to
remember is this will keep renters safe.
“However, the work is not done. There

are still far too many people unaware of the
dangers of CO and too many people who
lose their lives each year. We want govern-
ment to work with campaigners to raise
awareness even further and to extend legis-
lation to cover social landlords too.”

The Great General Election
Housing Hustings!

These will be hosted by the Fed
on the night of our April meeting

(27th April).
The main political parties standing
General Election candidates in
our borough will be attending
to discuss their housing policy

with you in detail.


