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Contact the Fed
admin@th-federation.org.uk

tel. 079 03 06 03 03
www.th-federation.org.uk

The Federation office is in the
Unite Community Centre, The

Basement, St George’s Town Hall,
236 Cable Street, London E1 0BL

The venue is currently not
accessible for those with

mobility problems.
To see us, please telephone to

make an appointment.

Next meetings
Our next meeting is at 7pm on Monday, 15th December.

Please note that this is a week earlier than usual, to avoid the Xmas holiday.
This will be an open session, where we can discuss what issues and

activities we would like the Fed to take up next year.
It will be held in the East London Tabernacle, Burdett Road.

All Tower Hamlets residents are welcome.
Our 2015 meetings will be on the fourth Monday of the month, starting with:

26th January, 23rd February, 23rd March, 27th April.
Speakers will be announced in the New Year, but if you have any

suggestions (or offers) please let us know.

Bedroom tax
This has been unexpectedly harsh: residents
can only avoid it by downsizing – and there
is not enough smaller accommodation
available for everyone. The Council’s Dis-
cretionary Housing Payments (DHPs) can
help bridge the gap – while social landlords
try to find more permanent solutions such
as downsizing where possible and, more
often, helping tenants find work. The Coun-
cil has not taken anyone to court for arrears
arising out of not being able to pay the bed-
room tax.

Benefit Cap
There is now a ceiling (cap) on the total of
all benefits any one person receives.  Pen-
sioners are exempt, as are some disabled
people and people on in-work benefits.
Fortunately, the number of those affected is
not as high as had been feared.  The Gov-
ernment may have over-estimated the prob-
lems the cap would create, in their rush to
implement it. The Council is trying to help
“capped” residents get into work. 

Discretionary Housing Payments (DHP)
DHP has been a lifeline for many residents
trying to deal with the bedroom tax – but it
is a bridge, not a permanent solution. It will
help you avoid arrears while you downsize
or look for work. Government cuts in Coun-
cil funding mean that there will not be as

much money in the fund next year, which
may cause problems.

Council Tax benefit
The Government only funds 90% of Coun-
cil Tax Benefit: it’s up to Councils whether
to make claimants pay 10% of their Council
Tax themselves or to fund that 10% from
other Council funds. Tower Hamlets, al-
most alone among London Councils, has
funded the 10% in full, and intends to do so
next year too. Other Councils are taking
legal action against residents who have
trouble paying the 10%: other Councils are
block booking Courts to hear cases, and res-
idents who can’t even pay the 10% are now
facing legal costs as well.

Housing Benefit for the Under-35s
If you are a single person under 35, the
maximum housing benefit you can receive
is £98.16 (it’s equivalent to the Local Hous-

ing Allowance rate for a room in a shared
house).  You can’t find a bedsit for that sum
in Tower Hamlets! We have lots of young
residents, and housing benefit records sug-
gest that housing benefit being paid to the
under-35s has gone down – so this restric-
tion has probably affected a large number
of our residents. Many are probably sofa
surfing and finding similar temporary solu-
tions, which makes it harder for them to
concentrate on finding work.

Private rents
Many private landlords are putting rents up
above what housing benefit (LHA rates)
will cover and families are having to move
out. LBTH is having to use DHP to help
families avoid losing their homes (and dis-
rupting children’s lives, and losing their
support networks, etc.).  Rents on tempo-
rary accommodation are very high and may
rise further to the point where the Council
will not be able to pay them.  Councils are
only allowed to use B&B in emergencies –
but LBTH is having to use cheap hotels as
private landlords are so expensive.

Social Fund Payments 
These emergency payments available to
claimants have become Local Welfare Pro-
vision, administered by the Council.  From
next year, government funding for this will
be rolled into Councils’ general funds.

What’s the benefit?
Steve Hill, LBTH’s Benefits
Manager, spoke to our November
meeting. Notes of what he told us
and our question and answer 
session with him are on our 
website. Here’s a few key points
which came out of the meeting.


