
TH Federation of TRAs
Minutes of the Federation meeting

on Monday, 27th October 2014
at the East London Tabernacle, London E3

PRESENT Vibeke Norberg Approach (THH)

Phil Sedler (Chair) Collingwood (THH) Myra Garrett Sidney (THH)

Jenny Fisher (Sec./DW) SELMO (OHG) Micheal Donaldson Brewster House

Dean Morrison (Vice Chair) Lincoln (THH) Kate Scanell Peabody

Mark Taylor (Admin Worker) Eric & Treby (EEH) Geoff Juden Hereford & Granby (THH)

Ian Campbell (Asst Sec.) Brunton Wharf (THH) Brian Stanley H’bush & T’dale (THH)

Jill Iremonger Pebble Centre In attendance John Arnold (LBTH EHO)

Glen McMahon Private renter APOLOGIES

Derek England Ocean (THH) Jan Anstey-Hayes Jean Taylor

Jim Smith Holland Est (EEH) Lena Milaa Marg Bearman

Cyril Farby Waterloo Gdns (THH) Teresa Daniels Uche Onwubiko

The meeting commenced at 7.00pm.

1

2

Introductions and Apologies
Phil welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
Apologies received are noted above.

Minutes & Matters Arising from July meeting (21.07.12)
The July minutes were agreed as a correct record of the meeting.
There were no matters arising.

3 Discussion:  Environmental Health
John Arnold, Environmental Health Officer, gave a presentation on the work of the LBTH 
Environmental Health Team.  He then answered questions he had been sent in advance of the 
meeting.  He then answered questions from the floor.

4 The new committee
Phil reminded the meeting that he, Jenny and Uche had been re-elected to their previous posts at the 
AGM and that Dean had been elected as Vice Chair and Ian had been elected to the new post of 
Assistant Secretary.
Dean reminded the meeting that the THH sub committee formed four months ago had held two 
informal meetings.  It was now ready to become more formal: i.e., open up and attempt to attract more
residents. It was open to all Fed members, but THH residents would find it of more interest.  It would 
meet in the next couple of weeks and he would send a notice to anyone who gave him their contact 
details.
Ian reminded the meeting that suggestions for improving meetings had been invited at the last meeting
(leading to a PA being used tonight) and more suggestions for improving meetings and topics for 
speakers to cover were invited.

5 East End Homes
Mark reported that EHH had in fact sneaked through a change to the company Mems and Arts to 
abolish residents but had not secured a change to the size of the board.  Jenny and he had met Cllrs 
Khan and Robbani and officers to discuss how the Council’s pro-resident/anti-abolition policy could be 
progressed and would follow this up shortly.  There is an open meeting for residents to talk further with
RK soon.  



Jim pointed out that EEH was proposing a demolition of blocks on the Holland estate, near the City 
fringe – partly in response to a different proposal from the EMB on demolition of a virtually non-
repairable block and partly, probably, to carry out some unsuitable mega development.  There had 
been a meeting between some residents and the intended architects of the scheme, at which most 
residents had opposed the scheme.  Jim, Mark and Jenny would put their heads together to see if the 
Fed could facilitate a meeting of residents.

6 Estate Issues

a)  THH.  See above for report on subgroup.
Geoff Juden report on what was supposed to be Decent Homes work in Weavers Ward wreaking 
devastation on affected estates.

b)  EEH.  See above for general report and Holland demolition.  Jim asked if Paul Bloss had reached 
retirement age: this concept had been abolished under Age Discrimination legislation, but he appeared
to be working part time now, possibly partly retired, then.

c)  OHG.  Jenny reported that the Evening Standard had reported that OHG wanted to demolish all its 
properties on the Isle of Dogs and redevelop the land at three times the density.
Jim pointed out that one of the mainstream political parties appeared to have close links with OHG.

d)  Private Renters group
Glen reported that TH PRG was set up last year and has been going strong all year supporting private 
renters and raising issues.  They supported the Landlord Licensing Scheme and encouraging positive 
responses to the consultation on it.  They had also discussed the EEH plans for demolition on the 
Holland.  
Jim pointed out that demolition would require the mayor to sign a CPO (Jenny pointed out this was not
necessarily his personal decision, as any failure to do so might result in legal challenge) and any 
opposition needed to be organised for the planning stage of development.

7 AOB 
Jean Taylor had asked when the office would be fully accessible.

Next Meeting
The next meeting would be on Monday, 24th November, with LBTH’s excellent Steve Hill making a 
return visit after a couple of years to update us on welfare benefits and how the Council was trying to 
minimise residents’ suffering.
The following meeting would be on Monday, 15th December 2014 (a week earlier than usual), with 
speaker TBC.
Jim suggested we invite someone from THH.  Phil said landlords are not always of interest to those 
who are not their own tenants but we would consider this.  

Signed …………………………………………                Date …………………

Phil Sedler - Chair THFedTRAs


