
TH Federation of TRAs

Minutes of the Federation meeting
on Monday, 27th January 2014

at East London Tabernacle, 
Mile End, London E3

PRESENT APOLOGIES
Phil Sedler (Chair) Collingwood (THH) Jean Taylor Digby St/Greenway (THH)

Jenny Fisher (Sec./DW) SELMO (OHG)

Uche Onwubiko (Treasurer) Lincoln (THH)

Mark Taylor (Admin Worker) Eric & Treby (EEH)

Michael Donaldson IN ATTENDANCE

Cyril Farby Waterloo Gdns Cllr Shahed Ali Cabinet Member

Sr Christine Frost Splash (Environment)

Myra Garrett Sidney (THH) Jamie Blake LBTH Head of Service
Nick Gopaul Chicksand (THH) (Public Realm)

Belle Harris Wilmot St (Gateway)

Shamuel Miah Martineau (THH)

Jason Hills

Geoff Juden Granby & Hereford (THH)

Lena Milaa Eric & Treby (EEH)

Clive Palmer Brownfield (HARCA)

Kate Scannell Peabody (Peabody)

Brian Stanley H’bush & T’dale (THH)

Clare Winter St Stephens (THH)

Azzezun Zahraah RHG (THH)

ITEM ACTION
The meeting commenced at 7.10pm.

1.

2.

Introductions and Apologies
Phil welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
Apologies received are noted above.

Minutes & Matters Arising from meeting (16.12.13)
The minutes were agreed as a correct record.  There were no matters arising.

3. Speaker
Cllr Shahed Ali, introduced himself and explained his work as Cabinet Member 
(Environment).   He was accompanied by Jamie Blake, Head of Service (Public
Realm).  Cllr Ali and Mr Blake answered questions.

4. Estate issues
Phil reported that Cllr Rabina Khan had asked the Fed and THH to meet her to 

TH Federation of TRAs page 1 of 2



discuss the Service Improvement Proposals (SIPs) because what THH was 
telling her about them did not match with what residents and the Fed were 
telling her.  During the course of the meeting, Kevin Jones (THH) had said he 
doubted THH would pursue outsourcing of the weekend caretaking: Phil and 
Jenny had asked him to get THH to withdraw the proposal from the ongoing 
consultation and he would raise the request in THH.  THH has subsequently 
informed us that they were officially withdrawing the proposal.  One victory for 
the Fed!
Cllr Khan was organising a follow up meeting with a small number of THH 
residents (the Fed had organised this) and representatives of THH.

There was some discussion on the THH SIPs.  
Sr Christine asked if the Mayor backed the SIPs package and Phil replied that 
he did not.
Clive said what was happened in THH was of interest to non-THH residents, as
other RPs followed THH’s lead.
Uche said that residents need to be told the true cost of THH: it is expensive, 
and managers have high salaries.
Brian said that LBTH got rid of DLOs so it could shop around for the cheapest 
price on work: but it was now giving work to just one company.  We had 
swapped a DLO for a monopoly.
Sam said that leaseholder charges had doubled, though THH was 
non-profit-making. If leaseholders complain over lack of a service they are 
paying for (eg, horticulture), THH tells them to take pictures.  THH has 
increased its charge for “admin”: leaseholders have asked it to take pictures of 
the extra admin, to prove it is taking place, but it has not done so.
Residents were urged to complete the feedback questionnaire on THH’s 
website (and get others to do so).

5. A.O.B.
The St Stephen’s Leaseholders Association has an open meeting on 
Wednesday, 19th February at Bethnal Green Library.
Volunteers were needed to leaflet/door-knock with a questionnaire on Exmouth,
dates to be arranged (offers of help to Jenny).
Fed members were invited to the SELMO Centre on the Samuda estate from 
4.30pm onwards this coming Friday, as OHG was trying to set up its own TRA 
to replace the residents’ organisation.  Support for SELMO was needed.
The Council had funded 50% of the Fed’s needs this year, encouraging us to 
find alternative sources of funding.  We had not found alternatives, and the 
Council has now kindly provided the balance.
Jenny would send round details of a London-wide private renters network. We 
should consider affiliating at our next meeting.

7. Date of Next Meeting
Monday, 24th February  2014
The meeting closed at 9:30pm.

Signed …………………………………………..

Phil Sedler

Chair THFedTRAs

Date ……………………………………………
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