
TH Federation of TRAs

Minutes of the Federation meeting
on Monday, 25th November 2013

at East London Tabernacle, London E3.

PRESENT APOLOGIES
Phil Sedler (Chair) Collingwood (THH) Lena Milaa Eric & Treby (EEH)

Jenny Fisher (Sec./DW) SELMO (OHG) Jean Taylor Digby St/Greenway 
(THH)

Mark Taylor (Admin Worker) Eric & Treby (EEH) Uche Onwubiko (Treasurer) Lincoln (THH)

Pauline Bader Private renter In attendance

Ian Campbell Brunton Wharf (THH) Luis Rojaj UCL

Cyril Farby Waterloo Gdns

Sr Christine Frost

Myra Garrett Sidney (THH)

Terry McGrenera Lincoln  (THH)

Geoff Juden Granby & Hereford (THH)

Clive Palmer Brownfield (HARCA)

Kate Scannell Peabody (Peabody)

Claire Winter St Stephens (THH)

Azezzun Zahraah RHG (THH)

ITEM ACTION
The meeting commenced at 7.00pm.

1.

2.

Introductions and Apologies
Phil welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
Apologies received are noted above.

Minutes & Matters Arising from meeting (28.10.13)
The minutes were agreed as a correct record.  There were no matters arising.

3. Officers Report
Phil drew attention to the officers’ report and in particular the items on 
Community Halls and our drop in sessions at the Hub and our weekly 
newsletter.

4. Discussion: health and wellbeing
Mike Tyrrell, Chief Executive of Tower Hamlets Community Housing, spoke to 
the meeting in his capacity as Housing Forum rep on the Tower Hamlets Health
& Wellbeing Board (HWB).  He outlined the work of the Board and his initial 
ideas for initiatives landlords could take to improve health in the community and
went on to answer questions.  He distributed a handout summarising his talk.
Myra reported that the HWB was still a Shadow Board and suggested this was 
because the Mayor didn’t want to formalise the Board at a Council meeting 
because the Council would then remove his appointees or similar.  It was 
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agreed that we would formally ask Cllr Rabina Khan about this and to arrange 
for the Federation to have a representative on the Board.

JF

5. ESTATE ISSUES
a)  Harca
Clive referred to an article in Fed newsletter on Harca saying they were going 
green: agrees this is a myth.  Niall Hunt (Harca) claimed credit for getting traffic 
lights on the dual carriageway: residents opposed this and later asked for 
Haycurrie Street to be re-opened, but both requests were ignored, as were 
resident requests to prune thorny bush near Chrisp Street bus stop.
Harca was also replacing perfectly good fences on Brownfield in the interests of
uniformity.
The 3 Estate Boards are a waste of time (their meetings are not advertised), 
and the TRA is ignored and even has to pay for its own meeting venue.
Agreed that Jenny would visit TRA (it had no meeting in December) in 
Harcaland and discuss how to approach the problems residents have with 
Residents’ Charter signatory Poplar Harca.

b)  THH
Cyril reminded us the Wellington TRA had demised and the deeds of the Canal 
Club had been taken and said that the area estate office had been taken over 
by a mosque.  Jenny will deal with all 3 issues (cf community halls work).

Ian: THH had horticulture contract with Glendale, who performed poorly, so 
they have brought it back in house, to be managed by Environmental Services, 
and work seems to be improving.
Azzezzun said overgrown greenery on RHG has not been touched.  JF would 
raise with THH.  Cyril said Wellington had not been touched recently.

Ian:  Problems with Veolia collecting recycling, e.g., this was not done for 3 
weeks on one estate, and staff were rude when tackled about it.  Residents 
filmed the bins and sent video to several people, including Deputy Mayor, and 
put it on YouTube.  Bins were emptied, but Veolia didn’t turn up the following 
week.  Residents told Deputy Mayor Veolia didn’t think he was very important, 
as they were ignoring him.  Mr Baxter, LBTH, only has five staff, which is not 
enough to monitor Veolia properly – but he has tagged bins to give him a 
weekly report of whether they are being emptied.  YouTube is an effective 
campaigning tool: they don’t like it if you show the reality people live with.
Myra:  Veolia claim recycling bins have been contaminated, so they can’t 
collect them.
Ian suggested widening campaign against Veolia and that Jenny and Mark 
should bring proposals for a campaign to the next meeting.  Phil pointed out 
that Cllr Shahed Ali was due to come to the Fed in January.

Azzezzun:  service charges are a big issue at leaseholder meetings.  All the 
officers that turn up duck the questions.  

JF

JF

JF

JF/MT

6. AOB
Pauline spoke about the Private Renters Group.
Cyril asked for the meeting venues to alternate: this may get more people to 
come, as they would go to their nearest venue.  Phil reminded the meeting this 
had been considered before but not done as people would get confused.
Phil:  Cllr Rabina Khan is our speaker next month, on “major developments”; 
we can ask her to speak about a private landlord registration and Veolia too.

7. Date of Next Meeting:  Monday, 16th December  2013
The meeting closed at 9:00pm.

Signed ………………………………………….. Date ……………………………………………
Phil Sedler, Chair THFedTRAs
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