
TH Federation of TRAs

Minutes of the Federation meeting
on Monday, 20th May 2013

at Collingwood Hall, London E1.

PRESENT
Phil Sedler (Chair) Collingwood (THH) Belle Harris

Jenny Fisher (Sec./DW) SELMO (OHG) Terry McGrenera Lincoln  (THH)

Uche Onwubiko (Treasurer) Lincoln (THH) Kate Scannell Peabody

Mark Taylor (Admin Worker) Eric & Treby (EEH) Jean Taylor Digby St/Greenway 

Brian Stanley H’bush & T’dale (THH) Jan Ansty-Hayes Glamis (EEH)

P Bader Corfield Street E2
Steven Becket

Marge Bergman Sidney Street

Vibeke Norberg Approach (THH) IN ATTENDANCE

Fabian Thomsett Ellie O’Hagan Unite the Union

Chris Kilby Pilgrim Tucker Unite the Union

Geoff Juden Pauline Bader Unite the Union

Eileen Short Ian Martin Guest

Belle Harris APOLOGIES

Lene Milaa Eric & Treby (EEH)

Claire Winter St Stephens (THH)

Azzezun Zahraah RHG (THH)

ITEM ACTION
The meeting commenced at 7.00pm.

1.

2.

Introductions and Apologies
Phil welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
Apologies received are noted above.

Minutes & Matters Arising from meeting (22.04.13)
These were agreed as a correct record.  There were no matters arising.

3. Officers Report
Phil read out the tabled officers report. He asked in particular whether anyone 
knew of any free/cheap and accessible venues which would be easier to reach 
for people living in the south of the borough.  Eileen suggested the Ogilvy 
Community Hall on the Pitsea, near Limehouse DLR (cost unknown) and Belle 
suggested St Matthias, Poplar High Street (cost unknown and not near public 
transport from the North of the borough).

4. Working with Unite, campaigning against the Bedroom Tax
Ellie O’Hagan, manager of the Unite Community Centre in Cable Street where 
we had office space, spoke about activities in the Centre. 
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5. IT and TRAs
Fabian Thompsett circulated material about an IT Group he and Chris were 
running. It was aiming to get RPs to use Government money (there was some!)
to help estates improve IT facilities (e.g., broadband for all) - but RPs were 
taking a lot of persuading.  They wanted to work with TRAs to deliver things like
wider broadband access and computer use to deal with the state (e.g., 
benefits).  They were also trying to develop apps which TRAs and excluded 
groups could use.  Chris explained that the aim was to get the IT-excluded 
using androids and tablets, jumping over the need to learn about pcs which ran 
on operating systems.  They would keep us informed of progress.

6. Estate Issues
Jean spoke about THH’s unsatisfactory attempt by to run an AGM for the TRA.
Uche sympathised and felt many landlords don’t want TRAs to be active, while 
they are very secretive about their own operations..
Myra reminded everyone to remind RPs they signed our Residents Charter.
Phil reported similar complaints from Elane on the Pitsea.
Vibeke reported her TRA often felt bullied by THH: e.g., THH had invited not 
only itself but also an outside speaker to a TRA meeting!
There was discussion about the value for money tenants got from Resident 
Engagement Officers who often seem to support the landlord.
Nick recommended the Fed meet directors of local RPs to point this out.
Chris confirmed that Swan like to run their own TRAs, calling TRA meetings, 
etc., which leaves the TRA self-perpetuating.   Swan is not necessarily a 
terrible landlord, but it victimises residents who complain.
Brian added examples of the landlord turning TRAs against the Fed.
Cyril said he had been elected to take part in Estate Inspections, but the 
landlord now didn’t tell him when these were.

Belle asked the Fed to take action on issues in EEH.  There was some 
discussion about the issues.

7. AOB
Cyril drew everyone’s attention to the need to oppose plans to cut the fire 
brigade.
Date of Next Meeting
Monday  2012
The meeting closed at 9:30pm.

Signed …………………………………………..

Phil Sedler

Chair THFedTRAs

Date ……………………………………………
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