
TH Federation of TRAs

Minutes of the Federation meeting
on Monday, 23rd April 2012

at Collingwood Hall, London E1.

PRESENT PRESENT
Phil Sedler (Chair) Collingwood (THH) Paul Ingham Brownfield (HARCA)

Jenny Fisher (Secretary) SELMO (IH) Kate Scannell Peabody Estate
Uche Onwubiko (Treasurer) Lincoln (THH) Selma Piro Ocean Est. (THH)
Mark Taylor (Admin Worker) Eric & Treby (EEH) Azezzun Zahraah Robin Hood G. (THH)
Mehdi Hassan (Dev. Worker) Withy (THH) Steve Wilmot Exmouth Estate

Clive Palmer Brownfield (HARCA) Elizabeth Adebisi Collingwood (THH)

Myra Garrett Sidney Estate (THH) Vibeke Norberg Approach (THH)
John Allison Ocean Est. (THH) Geoff Juden Hertford Estate
Terry McGrenera Lincoln Estate (THH) Felix Frixou Weaver Hse - Gateway
Lucy Rogers Columbia Road Paula Cottage Columbia TRA
Cyril Farby Kedelston Walk Brian Stanley Hollybush & Teesdale
Jill Strudwick Bede Estate M Bennet Exmouth Estate

Nick Parkin Exmouth Estate

Lena Milaa Eric & Treby (EEH) APOLOGIES

Eileen Short DCH Glyn Robbins Nick Gopaul

Clare Winter St Stephens Jean Taylor

ITEM ACTION
The meeting commenced at 7.00pm.

1.

2.

Introductions and Apologies
Phil welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
Apologies received are noted above.

Minutes & Matters Arising from meeting (26.03.12)

3. Residents Charter
Phil gave a report from the Conference.  He thanked those who made it a 
successful: those who came in early to help set it up, those who ran workshops 
and those who had attended.  
He reported that Cllr Rabina Khan had suggested we have a crèche at future 
meetings.
The next step is to present the Charter to the Council on 16th May.  Providing 
the Council agrees (and it should), it will be there for residents to use with their 
landlords.

After a discussion, it was AGREED that we try to have some Fed people at the 
Council and have a photocall outside beforehand.

There was a discussion on whether (a) the Conference should have voted or 
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(b) this/the next meeting of the Fed should vote on amendments to the Charter 
suggested by workshops; or whether the workshop suggestions should be 
regarded as guidance for the ongoing implementation of the Charter.  It was 
AGREED that a working group (Clive, Jenny, Eileen, Mark, Clare, John) would 
meet within days to consider the amendments and finalise the wording.

Group

4. Campaigning on Housing & Welfare Benefit Cuts
Phil reported that the Council is organising meetings/drop-ins at Ideas Stores 
where officers can log into Council systems to give residents personalised 
advice.

There was a discussion on whether the Fed should organise meetings on this 
issue and there was general consensus that this should be done on the 
following general basis.
a)  These should be on estates where the TRA will work with us (not just leave 
it to us) to build the meeting and, ideally, where the meeting will help build 
interest in the TRA (extra value for our work).
b)  These could be on neighbouring estates if 2 TRAs wish to co-operate.
c)  The meetings should be aimed at the estate’s residents, but are open to the 
public.
d)  The meetings should get information across (Council officer to assist) as 
worried residents need information and this will help build the meetings.
e)  The Fed should try to advertise all the meetings as a series.
f)  There should be a small, manageable number of meetings in the first 
instance to test the model.  The cuts will be coming in hit after hit in the coming 
months, so this is a mini-marathon, not a sprint.
g)  The leaflet should be designed with flair and publicity should be sought in 
local newspapers, etc.

The following volunteered their estates for meetings:
a)  John - Ocean
b)  Myra - Sidney
c)  Bryan - the hall that Margaret runs
Mark will contact other possible estates.

5. Questions for Cllr Khan
Phil reported that Cllr Khan will attend our June meeting.  He asked members 
to give him any questions they have for her by the end of our May meeting so 
that he can pass these to her to prepare answers.

6. Estate based issues
a)  Exmouth
Residents explained problems they are having with the TRA (which seems to 
be working more on behalf of the landlord than the residents) and the useless 
landlord.
b)  Approach
Resident explained issues on the estate.  THH Resident Engagement Officers 
seem to want to come to all TRA meetings, so there are issues of 
independence.

7. Date of Next Meeting
Monday, 28th May 2012, with speaker from Housing Ombudsman
The meeting closed at 9:30pm.

Signed …………………………………………..                  Date ……………………………………………

Phil Sedler

Chair THFedTRAs
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