
TH Federation of TRAs

Minutes of the Federation meeting
on Monday, 24th June 2012

at Collingwood Hall, London E1.

PRESENT Claire Winter St Stephens (THH)

Phil Sedler (Chair) Collingwood (THH) Myra Garrett Sidney (THH)

Jenny Fisher (Sec./DW) SELMO (OHG) Belle Harris Wilmot St (Gateway)
Uche Onwubiko (Treasurer) Lincoln (THH) Paul Ingham Balfron (HARCA)

Mark Taylor (Admin Worker) Eric & Treby (EEH) Geoff Juden Hereford Estate

Abdul Ahad Malmesbury Adam Lane Adelina Grove

Jon Bailey Mornington Grove Abjol Miah Malmesbury

Felix Frixou Weaver Hse E1 Terry McGrenera Lincoln  (THH)

Pawla Cottage Boundary Steve Morgan Brierly Gdns (THH)

Ian Campbell Anglia House Vibeke Norberg Approach (THH)

Cyril Farby Waterloo Gdns Nick Parkin Exmouth (Swan)

IN ATTENDANCE Kate Scannell Peabody (Peabody)

Fokrul Hoque THH Brian Stanley H’bush & T’dale (THH)

APOLOGIES Jean Taylor Digby/Greenway (THH)

Lena Milaa Eric & Treby (EEH) Fabian Tompsett Samuda (OHG)

The meeting commenced at 7.00pm.
1
.

2
.
 

Introductions and Apologies
Phil welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
Apologies received are noted above.

Minutes & Matters Arising from meeting (27.05.12)
The minutes were agreed as a correct record.
Phil drew the meeting’s attention to the recommendation that we hold the September to December 
meetings (inclusive) in the Tabernacle on a trial basis, provided that we can secure the deal we hope 
to get on the charge.  This is to make the meeting venue more accessible to residents from across 
the borough.  Phil confirmed the venue is accessible. There was a consensus in favour of this 
experiment.

3
.

Officers Report
The report was tabled and Phil read out much of it.  No matters were raised.

4
.

Speaker:
Fokrul Hoque, Strategic Engagement Manager, Tower Hamlets Homes (THH) on how THH is 
working with TRAs.
Phil explained that we had hoped to have Cllr Shahed Ali, Cabinet Member for the Environment, 
speaking on refuse and recycling, but he had prior commitments which made it only likely, rather than 
guaranteed, that he would be able to attend on time. We had therefore rescheduled him for the 
autumn and Fokrul had been able to stand in at short notice.
Fokrul outlined THH’s policy and answered questions about THH’s community engagement work and 
other aspects of its work.
He was thanked for coming along to the Federation.

5
.

Estate issues:
East End Homes. Mark reported that EEH had always denied that it was a membership organisation 
but last November it had to admit that it was one and that residents and the local community had a 
right to become members. At the start of this year, EEH had decided to change its company 
documents (Memorandum and Articles) to remove the membership structure it had recently had to 
admit that it had.
Consultation on the proposed changes had been very poor, with little information available and 
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several Resident Organisations had asked for postponement of a decision to allow better 
consultation.  They and the Fed had approached the Council which had intervened and the decision 
to abolish the membership structure appeared to have been delayed (we were trying to find out on 
what basis this had happened).
Brian asked whether board members were allowed to give honest reports to residents.  There was no 
general rule covering this but board members were always responsible to their board (this was why 
just putting residents on boards had limited usefulness) though they could report back if they wanted.
Belle asked if we could use FOI to find out how much land EEH had given to Telford.
Mark explained that Telford were EEH’s building partners and did not necessarily own the land and in 
any event EEH was not covered by FOI.
Eileen suggested the Fed press LBTH to press EEH to hold a consultative ballot.

THCH
Jean noted that there were no THCH residents present. Phil pointed out that we tend to attract 
dissatisfied residents and THCH ones were generally quite happy!  We did have leads to work on to 
contact THCH residents, but we couldn’t do absolutely everything at once.
Myra pointed out that Mike Tyrrell was on the Health and Wellbeing Board, representing “housing” – 
was that us, as well as the landlords’ Housing Forum?
Jean suggested we ask Mike Tyrrell to come and report to the Fed.

Leaseholder Service Charges
Cyril said that his service charge had gone up 25% without adequate explanation.  It was felt that his 
inquiry was best addressed to a leaseholder organisation.
Brian said that leaseholders who complain about services charges usually get a reduction. 
Vibeke said that she had heard that a new estate leaseholder group set up on St Stephen’s wants to 
spread out, possibly across THH.  They appear to have had some success in securing a 25% 
reduction.  She would send their contact details to Mark.

6
.

Resolution

The Tower Hamlets Federation of TRAs supports calling on landlords to adopt a no eviction 
policy for tenants who are in rent arrears as a direct result of benefit cuts including the 
bedroom tax.
Pawla explained that she thought that the Fed should have explicit policy stating that it called on 
landlords not to evict tenants who could not pay the “bedroom tax”.
Mark raised concerns about establishing a formal policy in that he was reluctant to vote, on behalf of 
residents he represented, on an issue those residents did not have a formal policy on.
Phil pointed out that the resolution established policy on paper but did not ask us to do anything.
Paul Ingham moved an amendment to add in “unless the tenant has been offered suitable smaller 
alternative accommodation”, but there was no seconder and the amendment fell.
There was some discussion on the resolution but as no one was opposed to it the Chair asked Pawla 
to respond to the debate and then took a vote.
The motion was passed, nem con with three abstentions.

7
.

Any other business
Geoff announced that Tower Hamlets has a brand new park, on top of the arches in Bishopsgate 
Goodsyard.  He would let us have further information.

Eileen announced that the Tower Hamlets Campaign for Benefit Justice was taking a petition to the 
Council on Wednesday and had an organising meeting on Sunday (details of which she would pass 
to Mark).

Steve reported that he had had an unsatisfactory meeting with his landlord’s officer over the bedroom 
tax.  Belle suggested that help with these matters was available at Toynbee Hall.  Jenny said that 
people should claim Discretionary Housing Payments, and TRAs should make sure their landlord 
was making residents aware of how to get them.

8
.

Date of Next Meeting:  Monday, 22nd July   2013
The meeting closed at 9:30pm.

Signed …………………………………………..      Phil Sedler - Chair THFedTRAs
Date ……………………………………………
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